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Descriptive Summary

This is the United States’ motion t» extend the
supplemental briefing schedule on San Felipe Ranches and Lola

Coates Motion to File Late Objections.

Motion
The United States hereby moves to extend the briefing

schedule on San Felipe Ranches and Lola Coates Motion to File



Late Objections. The United States respectfully requests that
the Court extend the response pericd to November 30, 1995. In
support of this motion the United States states the following:

1. On October 18, 1995, the Special Master for Basin
34 held a hearing on San Felipe Ranches and Lola Coates Motion to
File Late Objections fcr 187 claims to stockwater by the United
States on behalf of the Bureau of Land Management. At that
hearing, the Special Master permitted the parties additional time
to file supplemental briefing. The Court set October 31, 1995 as
the deadline for filing briefs in support of or in opposition to
the Motion, and November 14, 1395 as the deadline for filing
response briefs.

2. The United States, having fully briefed this matter
prior to the hearing on October 18, did not file additional
briefing in support of or in opposition to the Motion.

3. The movants did not file their motion within the
Court’s established briefing deadlines. The movants filed a
Brief in Support of Leave to File Late Objections and accompanied
this motion with ten affidavits on November 3, 1995. These
documents were received at the Department of Justice offices in
Boise on November 7, 1995. The documents were then sent by our
office in Boise to Justice attcrneys in Washington, D.C. by over-
night mail and received on November 8, 1995.

4. The movants’ brief filed in support of their motion
to file late objectiouns raiscs new issues that have not been

previously addressed by the parties in earlier briefing nor at



the October 18 hearing on the motion. For instance, the brief in
support alleges that the Court’s standards for granting of leave
to file late objections is in error or not applicable. Movant’s
Brief at 2,3. Given these new issues the United States intends
to file a comprehensive response. Additional time is necessary
to do this.

5. The affidavits filed in support of the motion to
file late objections raise factual matters and implications of
bad faith on behalf of the United States. These matters need to
be thoroughly investigated and a full response, including
possibly responsive affidavits, prepared and filed. Additional
time is necessary to do this.

6. The impending shut-down of the United States
government and the furlough of its employees has further affected
the United States ability to adequately and effectively reply to
the movants’ brief. At this time, the United States’ attorneys
do not know if they will be deemed essential employees and
allowed to continue working. It is also uncertain how long the
anticipated furlough will persist. Because the government will
not be operating, even if certain attorneys are deemed essential,
the particular government personnel at the client agency may be
furloughed. Thus, it will not be possible to discuss certain
factual issues raised or have appropriate discussions with the
client on possible positions to assert prior to the deadline for
our response. For these reasons, the United States is further

hampered in its response to movants’ brief.



Conclusion

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, the United States
respectfully requests that the Court extend the response period

to November 30, 1995.

Respectfully submitted this<§/ﬁgay of November, 1995.
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R. Lee ﬁélnl ger

Attorney, Depa t of Justice
Environment a atural Resources
Division
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