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STATE OF OREGON )
)
County of Marion ) ss.
Thomas B. Coqgtes, being first duly sworn Upon oath, deposes and says:

1. My name Is Thomas B, Coates and | reside on 41390 Sunset Way,
Stayton, Oregon.

2. I make the following statements based upon my personal knowledge
and bellefs, and | am othenwise competent to testify about these matters,

3. Inthe Snake River Basin Adjudication, | flled objections on behalf of
my mother Lola L. Coates to several United States Bureau of Land Management
clalms for stockwater and wildlife rights located In the Big Lost River drainage.
Attached to this affidavit and Incorporated into Is exhibit A, which lists the claims
that | objected to on her behailt, | also attempted to flle objections on her behait
to approximately 300 additional BLM stockwater ond wildiffe claims.

4. After | had malled those objectlons, | was told by Court personnel that
even though | had sent a petition asking to file muiltiple objections on a single
form, | would have to file them on Individual forms. | was diso told that objections
In addlition to the 186 would not be accepted without a written request to the
Court to allow us to file them late. Therefore, | helped my mother prepare the
letter dated March 17, 1993, By that letter we Intended to communicate that we
were requesting to be allowed to file not only the 186 objactions, but to
numerous other clalms as well. | so stated that within the letter.

5. The Court responded to that request by lssuing on order allowing an

extension of time to flle (see exhiblt *B"). | read the order to sqy that we could
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fle late objections as was requested In the letter, In other words, | understeod
that the Court was allowing us to file more than the 186 objections.

6. Atthe 3/31/93 date, as per the Instructions on the objection form, |
had malled a copy of each prepared objection to the other partles whom were
listed. Also atf that time, | had my mother sign the statement at the end of the
objection form that coples had been sent to the other listed parties (emphasis
mine). The prepared objections were then hand delivered to the SRBA Court at
which time | was notifled that only the 186 were to be accepted. |

7. ldid not, at the time of fling, know of any other way to get the
objections filed. In fact | understood that we would not be allowed to get
pemission to file late because that Is axactly what | thought had been done
when wa sent exhiblt “B”, until sometime In the summer of 1994, During that time,
Mr. Brown informed me that we would be unabile to approach the Court about
accepting late objactions untll a stay of the proceedings had been lifted. He
also Informed me that even atter the stay was litted, there would be questions
about fillng because new laws were belng challenged, including whether the
Director’s Report on BLM claims would be the document that we would have to
object to, Therefore, while | continued to negotiate with BLM about claims that
we are now trying to object to, | relled on Mr, Brown to tell us when and how to
file late objections.

8. | began discussing the issues with BLM personnel, and Justice
Department attomeys. At one particular meeting held at the United States
Forest Sarvice office In Mackay, Idaho, attended by Mr. Héugmd, Ms. Zane, and

BLM personnel, dong with my mother, & representative of San Fellpe Ranch, and
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others, | was told that the federal govermment was going to pursue thelr claims
regardiess of what | objected to. | pointed out the fact that there were many
claims to places that did not have any water present. The BLM personnel
present assured me that they were going to Investigate each and every claim,
including the ones we are now trying to object to, and withdraw any that were
Incomrectly Identified. | belleved them, therefore | could not see any purpose to
turther pursue actlons to file late objections untlt BLM provided us with a list of the
un-objected to clalms which they would withdraw. |

9. From December 1993 through February 1994, Daria Zone confirmed
to me on several occasions that BLM would move to withdraw claims whether
objected to or not, after BLM had completed Its investigations of all stockwater
and wildlife clalms In Basin-34. they had Incorrectly Identified. The BLM moved to
withdraw and defer some claims, but Darla Zane continued to assure me that
BLM was still investigating and would move to withdraw even more claims. It was
not untlt March and Apri of 1995 that BLM or its counsel informed me that they
would not withdraw the claims that we are now objecting to.

10. Further your afflant sayeth not.

nd
Dated this > day of November, 1995,

Thomas B. Cocates

SUBSCRIBED and SWORN to before me this ) day of November, 1995,
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DISTRICT COURT - SRBA
TWIN FALLS CO., IDAHO
IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF-THE

STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

In Re the General Adjudication of
Rights to the Use of Water from
the Snake River Basin Water System

Case No. 39576

The State of Idaho, ex rel. R. Keith
Higginson in his official capacity as
Director of the Idaho Department of
Water Resources,

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION
OF TIME TO FILE OBJECTIONS

Petitioner,
vs.

The United States; the State of Idaho;
and all Claimants to the Use of Water
from the Snake River Basin Water
System,

Respondents.
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Lola Coates, Pro Se, Mackay, Idaho
March 16, 1993, Lola Coates, pro se, filed an Objection which was intended to cover
186 separate water rights. The court contacted Mrs. Coates and informed her of the requirement
that an objection form must be used to object to one water right per form.
Mrs. Coates has made an ex parte request to allow her until 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 31, 1993 to file objections to the Director’s Report for Reporting Area 34. The Court
will treat the request as a Motion for Extension of Time to File Objections.
The Idaho Department of Water Resources does not oppose Mrs. Coates request.
Mrs. Coates request is granted with the following conditions:
1. Each water right to which an objection is being filed must be made separately
on a standard objection form. |
2. Mrs. Coates must follow the certificate of mailing form requirements and send

ORDER GRANTING EXTENSION OF TIME TO FILE OBJECTIONS
3/24/93 Page 1
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
The undersigned, a resident attorney of the State of Idaho, with offices at 133
Shoshone St. North, P.O. Box 389, Twin Falls, [daho 83303, and one of the attorneys for
the objector in this matter, certifies that on the 3rd day of November, 1995, he served a true
and correct copy of the foregoing document by the method indicated below, and addressed

to the following:

Attorney General’s Office v~ U.S. Mail
IDWR Hand Delivered
P. O. Box 44449 Overnight Mail
Boise, ID 83711-4449 Telecopy (Fax)
U.S. Department of Justice U.S. Mail

Environment & Natural Resources Hand Delivered

S

Division Overnight Mail
550 West Fort St. Telecopy (Fax)
MSC 033

Boise, ID 83724

Wl MU for

Patrick D. Brown '




