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Letter from B.E. Stoutemyer, District Counsel,
U.S. Reclamation Service, to W.H. Philbrick,
President of Aberdeen-Springfield Canal
Company (Jun. 6, 1934)



B0, AT 47

édu Poobotfice Building
Per¥iené, Urogn
dune &, 1954

ire We Ee Fhil%&‘i@kg
Presidant,
dberdeen-Springficld Camal Co.,
&%@ré@@ﬁ, Idnko.

Sy dear Er. hﬁ%rimn o
ﬁe*:aiyimg to your ledter of Jmas 23
Under the pmpase& eontract beizwﬂem the United States ard the Idsho

Power Compary, the company sgrees S0 dsliver on the Minidske praject free
of chearge sach power as is needed wu $hat projevt during the mon-irrigetion

: s*‘amﬁ wp %o 16,000 kilomette, i{n excheonge for the winter power gomerated

$ the Bizck Gmn plsm’a on myette Biver and the bémefit derived by the
cmc;;m rrém the mon-construsiics of the proposed pover wait et kericen
Falle. The coppany slec agrees to deliver free of chorge such efditiomal
power up €6 an sdditional 4,000 kilowstte ap ie noeded om the Hinlidoka
gr@j‘ésa’a derime the irrigetlicon seasom. The company slso sagress ¥ braussii
fres of charge the irrigetion senson power gensrsted % the Black Canyon and
Boise Diversiosn plants - the pover plants on Payeite snd Eoise Rivers - §0
the veriouns pemping plents which serve the pumping districts of the Jwrhes
roject, Imglnding the pumps serving the Gem disiries, the ﬁmﬁwiw«ﬁy&m ,
Gistrict, the Poyotic-Oregon Hlope dilstrict, the sdvensement Tracts, e
Gity of Sﬁmiﬁ, the Owyhoe Biteh Companmy, the Bemeh &isfrict, the wmv&l

tstrict, and the 51ide disbrict. The company also wm&a&erg &ﬁriﬁg uhe
term of this combract its 285,000 sore-fest of reserved right at imert
Fslls and par$ of itz right a‘t Shoshene Falls.

By ssouring the winter power ragﬁrmerﬁs of the Einidoks project in
this wey sul ¢limfunting the compeny’s reserved right of 255,000 acre-fgef,
we would be sble Guring the mom~irrigetion seasonm to close down the gaw@r
plemt % Biridots fam {which hes o Gecresd priority many years carlier
than thet @2 %ﬁa &mezicm Balls rasewmﬂ s.zzsi s»az*e all ‘ahe winter ;ae@ ’

sﬁ:@ﬂk Wa,%er and &ms‘ﬁm p’urpvsﬁsy
Sueh s saving of mﬂ‘eﬁr flow would assurs the f.s.lling of hmericen
?&iis- .,%az_*xf i frookd ﬁa?iy EYETY FEET. This combrast would alsc provids
orsl powsr meedsd on ‘1& Binidoks project, without the cost of
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beildin: z power plemnt. The sarving of walber vhich can bz seoursd
wader thir combrsot would be samewhat larger than ¢gn be sesured
ender the proposed plan %o comstrsct z power plant % fmerisss Falls,
end mithorl the cosd of the powsr plasé, The berelfits of the propossd
eonbtrecs csu be secured fmmedintely so thet the winter flow caxn be
ghored rerd winber, while the bemefiis frem the propozed powsr plamt
wonld e poskponsd mﬁi&. & reay ,&a:%e*. If ¢this econlrest End %esame
I effentite too years agd, the fmerican Falle reserveir weuld have ©
6 Pall cepacity thiy year ang *%re weunli alse k.we besn at TEEE
i empe~foct wore waler im the Jackson Lake %szr%ira

e resson why thers wenld have beso more mﬁsez’ tm JSeskeon Luke

- Bessrvwoir im Bhad if the projects in the lower valley which have righls
both in Jookson Iake amd Awericsw Falls bad 2 fnll oupply from Americanm
Balls, they womld lsave a larger part of their Juckoon Ioke water as &
carry-orey sapply in the Jackeom keke, This would be paril ienlarly Seme
iIf 1% vere known et the Pillinmg of fesricen Falls Epssrveir wes asonred
gvery year. Eith the €iliing of American Fplle Reservoir assered pras-

_ ‘%s%cany every year, the projects Im the lower valley would have every
mofive for using thelr Zmericen Falls vater {irst snd holding as wuch
waber ne poseiblis im Jackson Ieke, as hold-over, to 2id iz filling aaﬁksm
Enke the felliowing yeal.

. Am 0 $ae possible offect wpon the propesei ressrveirs in the Upper
Zmaks River Valley, would ssys The first ssesextial iz losating eny
fessible ressrveir om the EBorth or South: Pork of Smske Eiver {afier fimding
& reserwoly sife Bt will hold walber}l is 4o find 2 waier supply o pui in
the romervelr afier 1% Iz Brilt, coponinlly iz e low wenise Fours vhen the
reservoir is moet noeded,

I s surs thet your compeny would not wan® %o issuc bonds or b5 sign
& tombrect oguivelent %0 5 bomd issee obligating the emﬂyaag 0 pay for s
reservair fo whidk mo water cowld be stored except iz mgh water yeors ehen
1% would mot Bo needed.

 She maﬂaﬁg water supply esf Snake River is Awemp}}m@riafeed in low
waber years, af iv evident frem the fmeh ithat ihe smerican Folls Boservoir
hes failed $o £IIZ € fwll capacity five years out of the lest seven.

% é@a‘f%"&ﬂ ¥alls Beservoir has a prier right éver any mee reservoir
rentfier constrncted ¢ither on the Eorih or Suuth Pork of
ise reserveir wowld have no right 46 store waber wndil
ir Is £313ed, unisss sa%sﬁfsate wnier sapply is
w1llz 4o bake the place oFf the wader to be steref 3m. . . L
i pew reservoies in the upper ?az..z_a% ‘

: ”wiv miii‘* feas.;h;v @ags Jf}. '@hm& eny sehetsntiel smount of
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the Forkh Sif nree~fourths of the top rights =% Jacksem

Gne fz {o save the winter flow of Smeke Biver. _
secomplished under the propoced contreet betier then in snyp-olhs

L1y -2

I know. ity the filling of Awericam Fells Reservoir rracticzl

in %tha% way, theve would be that mmoh betéer chance $o securs surplus

vater 0 i1l eny mew reserveirs which mey be censtrusied im the uwpper -
vall G@'c

‘The ofher is to find a reserveir site largs encug: smd ehaap envugh
per sere-fost B nt we san aflford to provide sbout %-“ee sgre-fent of
storsge capasity for each asre~foot of ammmal yield fesired, and hold over
the fIlzod water of the high waisy years for tec or *sﬁrea years for use dur—
$mp dww low weber years. Su far as I know there is only ome place onm
Snslre Biver where that can be done at a feszible cost. That is the propesed
enlargement of fmerican Falle Eesewaiv- 0 8,000,000 sore-foet capecity.

If ke cost of reserveir aapasi‘ﬁy in the gmys«aﬁ regervairs in the
unpsr velley is araﬁaﬁ $10 por sore-~fout, the eost of "Z"@?‘i&iﬁg thres
asre-feet of capeeity for ea‘eh aore-fast of aneal Field wenld abbes¥ To
about §50 pey acre-foot of anmeel yisld and that would Be roehibibive. Bud
iff e eost of providing sdditionsl. stormge capscity at imerican Talls is
§2.80 or 8 per sere-foot, the cost would not be prehititive evem 1F you
provide thveg acrs-fees of cmpa& i%y for esch scre~foot of smmel yigld of
eater. The water held over iIn the sdditional capacity providsd at isericen
Frlls could be cuthamped for an ecuivalent smound of the winter fisw of
Snake River to ‘!331’*&2{ the fmerican ¥olls Bswerveir is enbdiiled and in
that vy & right could be sesursd 5 store wimter flows of Snske River esch
yesr iz the propossd new reserveirs in the upper wmiler. i

If i% is found Pemeible Yo comsirust 2 ressrvoir or reserveirs onm the
Eorth or South Perk of Snake RBiver, or both, the propesed enlargement of
imerican Falls Beservolr wewnld provide a meowns, snd probably the most
fepsible nusms, of providing o wmaber sapply 0 £411 the proposed new reser-
voirse A% amy wabe, the proposed gumbract with the Idshe Power Company,
by soring & lawge smewnt of e winder flovw of Snake River, brings the pro-
progod new ressrvoirs - that mueh mesrer W oa feasible water supply.

If the top rights st Joohksem Inke s*@.&a be wug%t for what they cost
the Tuin Fellg o@ er, which Ty about €2 por sore-foot, such righte eonlsd
urposss on the ba,ms sf tso or tzme& aere-foet of
-of sxmuel yield desired, in much the same woy
cenbnt et Swericen Felle and %i‘é.*zm% any nesd for
suve thet the Twin Fells companies, especially

% ¥son Lake rights unlses they could seuére s
sns of the propesed enlargewenmt a‘“ imerican Fells
i3 puares, =6 et fhis mssﬁaizi*&y in alsg %ied
cnla*g&:ﬁﬁ* of Ameritan Fells Beserveir.

Inke, ooeld nol
subsiitute wake
Beseregizr or £p
up with the propo:

43 yum P “xaﬁ;y mvag I was @%m%&iy epposed %o neeg’témg the originzl
proposal ef the lisho Pewer ﬁmpnz:;r 28 submitied seversl months azgs. The
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pressﬁu myﬁga'ﬁ of tm.ﬁ ﬁm

: ‘é “Bewt means of providing the neses

53;@ ; ng‘@*?‘@wg %f; M‘Bé %’ﬁ;:i& K Ey %EEWW’E i

T 2w sendSng copy of this letvler o £he f;i%%z,,x mpmg
which have = rights in the Anericanm Falls Reserveir g8l th
be fnbersStsi, PossiBly thers are some :33:_;' %ﬂ%ﬁ% in
part*miaﬁy gz $he Herth Fork, who bhove B¢
voir bud vho kope to sesyre storsf waley from
reserveirs $m 3he upper valley amd vho wonTd y
’fmkﬁwa?a@ys{;&ersma&@ézﬁm&&%ﬁ :
obliged if you will pass this iszfema’him &m0 e

Very traly Yours,

e S i i i " i it
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