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L BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
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Portland, QOregon

Mareh 12, 1940.

MEXMORANDUY for the Commissioner,

Concerning the provisicns of the contracts between the United
States and the Idaho Power Company, the conditions wkich
led tc the contracts in question, and the purposes which
have been accomplished by the contracis.

The Government has three power plénts in connection with its.
reclamation projects in Idaho. All of the power plants were con-
gtructed for reclamation purposes, and in so far as there has been
any power production for commercial purposes it has been merely
incidental to the main purpose of reclaiming thé arid lands under
the reclemation act.

The largest of the 3 government power plents in Idaho is the

Minidoka )
Power one at the Hinidoka Dem, in connection with the Hinidoka reclamation
Plant

project. It hee a generating capacity of aboub l0,000 kilowatis.
This plant has been enlarged several times, and another wnit B}
is now in process of comstruction. The demands for power for irri- !
gation pumping on the Minidoka project — mainly in the Burley
Irrigetion District —— bave grown to such zn extent that the irri-~
gation pumping requirements alone now reguire all, and at some
times more power than is available from the total capacity of the

e w _s o - P T Minidok
#inigoka plant, thus leaving no iirm power at all from the Minidoka
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mission lines and other equipment connected with the Kinidoka
Project for distributing power received in exchsmge -for Black
Canyon power, in no way interfered with the use of the szme
equipment in distribubting power generated at the Minidoka
power plant or in distributing power used in the Burley Irri-
gation District and other points outside the ¥inidoka Irri-
gation District and in no way increases ths depreciation of
these facilities. Furthermore, the restricied use -of the
Minidoka power plant during the period between Octcber 1l and
Avril 1 of the gucceeding year reduces the cogt of operatlns
the plant, diminishes its wear and tear znd consequent de=
preciation, and facilitéates repairs to the plant-and equ:mmenu -
by allowing ample time to make any needed *"epalrs. ’
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