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Letter from A.P. Davis, Director of the U.S.
Reclamation Service, to Mr. Merrill, Executive

Secretary of the Federal Power Commission
(Mar. 26, 1921)
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Executive Secretazry,
| Federal Powsz Commission.
Dear #r. Merrill:

Referencs 4to-made. to-application before your commission M
of the Idaho Power Go., Serial Ko.l1®, Idabo, covering the
Upper Salmon Falls power site on the Snake River about &
miles below NMilner dam. : .

Enclosed please find in duplicate copy. of report of
Engineer George L. Hoffman of this buresu om the proposed
development. '

From this repert, you will note ¢hat the Upper Salmon
Falls development is indtimately tied up with the Hinidoka
pEO jeot of-4he¢ Reolamation Service, cumprising 131,500 acres
pow under ditch With a 115,000 acre exiension plannsd for

" the immediste future. 1% is also intimately congerned with
our proposed American Fells reservolr foX which prellisinary
work is now inm progress. Larpge sums bave alresdy besn ox-
pended by the United States for purchases of rights of way
for the reservoir. The Sundry Civil Aot of Mareh 4, 1821,
aprropriated $1,735,000 for this proposition.

The Americen Fzlls work hae been undertaken under agree- !
| ments with the vérioug irrigation districts up and down the - |
| piver whersby the dam will be built by the Reclamation Service. f
Part of the funds will be advanced by these logal interests, . 7
the cost being Givided between them and the United States in !
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' proportion to their several interestsin. the storage, of which
the share of the United States will bes by far the iargest.
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g This reserveir will completely control and utilize Snake 1
'S : River sbove Kilne? dam and it would manifestly be cppossd to g
é ; the public interest to gramt fo & private company rights which
i - might enable them to handicap seriously, if not prohibit, the .
o ctherwise feasible complete development of the poewer and irri- .f
g gation rescurces of Snake River Basin, z
3 :
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The dam and & portion of both canals propesed 1o be con-
structed by the power company at Upper Salmon Falils ars shown
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as looated on land thet has bessn withdrawn by the Rscla-
metion Service for the past 12 or 13 years and it is

asrnestly recommended that no permit be granted for this
site at the present time, pending the complete study of
the Amsrican Falls developmsny. ) T —
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Yours very truly,

encl. in duplicate. N Y
Dirsctor.
)
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