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) ) 4 . STATE OF IDAHO -
', ROBERT E. BMYLIE | - : . © OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
T sovennor. o $. BOISE

) . s '
. e

. ‘Decomber 7, 1966 -

- Honorable Stewart L, ‘Udall )
Secretary of the Interior.
Waghington, D C, :

Daar Mro Secretai‘yt .,'.A.
This is the ofﬂcial reply of the State of Idaho to your };e‘ter
of Saptember 2, 1966 requesting comments on the June 1966 feasibility . Co
report of the U, 8. Bur¢au of Reclamation on the SBouthwest Idaho Water L
* Development Project. Public hearings have been held by the Idako State ' '
Reclamation Engineer in each of theé counties directly affected by this
proposed project and the report has been aproved by tha Idaho Water
Resource Board. - :

I am happy to inform you that the project has vmuany unanimous
support of the people in'this srea. Unanimity has been reached on.the-
principle of water exchanges between river basins after several years. of.
negotiations. The present plan Integrates the flows of the Snake, Boisa
and Payette River Basing to provide for more efficient utilization of the - "
water resource for multi-purpose devolopment for frigation, municipal
industrial, flood control, fish and wildiife and recreational uses. "Thig
comprehensiva approach. ‘supplants the previous piecemeal plannmq eiforts

.undertakon in the aeparata river basins.

Thers ato, howaver Lo certain {tems which we request ba con~,
sidered and made a port of future studies and opoerational plans fox' :his '
mjact. These are ag follows: .

2. A1) . Idaho has tremendoufa potennal for irrigation develop=": .
%L .70 ments Partiof this potential lles in the Upper Snake ';‘ RS
. - River Basin above Milner Dam. Several projects have':
. . been proposed of authorized in this area including PO
. Rirle Dam, Lower Teton (Fremont), Lynn Crandall, Salmon
< Palle, c;round water rechisgs, and projocts cannactad |
with tha préposed enlargement of American Falls Dam., - We- feel
that thesa potential projocts are foasible providod the water
supply of the S8outhwest Idaho Water Daevelopmeant Project - .
" 18 not depondent upon spills past Milner Dam. We are &
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. Honorsble Stawart L, Udall 2. December 7, 1966

o - assured by Region 1, Bureau of Reclamation that inflows
'~ .» below Milner are sufficient to meat Southwest Idaho
~. Project requirements, :

" (2) The water permits issued to the Bureau of Reclamation . :
- by the State of Idaho for the Guifey Dam and diversions .

- withdrawing water for irigation of lands upsiream or down~
stream of the Guffey Dam will not be required to reimburss * . °
the Bureau of Reclamation for the congequent loss of energy :
and also providing that the diversion of the waters of the -
Snake River and the construction, maintenance and operation

- of the storage and diversion works shall not in any way
impaede, interfere with or impair the use, opetation and

‘ included as project costs.

8 re-evaluation of the Goodrich Dam for flood protection as .

~ (4) A major portion of the potential frrigation development
. under the Garden Valley Division is outside of the Payette
“++. River basin, Ldcal Payette River Interests have requested
~ that present stidies and plans for out-of-basin diversion be
« Mmited to 600,000 acre feet annually. We are assured by

officlals of Reglon 1, Bureau of Reclamation that this limitation

- Will not interfere with development of the Willow Slopa and
Initisl Butte units of the project, Additional amounts above

the 600,000 acra foat will ba the subject of & further feasibmty_’f- .

: (5) Btudiaes of tﬁé'irriqation features of the Garden Valloy
Division should include an investigation of the faasibility

.-

" contain the following language: "Provided that appropriatorg

maintenance of the pumping plant of Gem Irrigation District of 3
Marsing, Idaho." We feel that any required alteration of the ° o
- pumping facilities of the Gem Irrigation District should be .7 .+

© {3) The Waiser 'Ri\;er basin is sul:iject to repeatad flooding., = . -
' The feasibflity study for the Welser Division should includae -

well as irrigation of lands not included in the initial recon=~
naisance report of Region 1, U, 8. Bureau of Raclamation, . - '
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© - Honorable Stewart L, Udall -3 | December 7, 1966

S of draining the bottom lands of the Payette River bolow ‘ L
. Blagk Canyon Dam for expansion of firigation, developmg‘nt. Ty

{6) The Garden Valley Reservoir will {nundate a major part
of the privately owned agrigultural lands of Bolsa County, . -
-~ which camry a substantial portion of the local tax load. Local o
', . interasts have suggested that these measures be exploréds Lo

{8) Purchase by the displaced individuals of = -
.. comparable federal lands; '

(b) Provision for granting of concessions at devefop- o e
..ed recreational areas;

. (o) Waiving of the normal acquisition by the Unitad

. ", Btates of all lands within 300 feet of tha maximum .

. water surfacs to allow private ownership of the waters
7% edyerover part of tha shoreline for recreation and summer -
.. homeuseror - : SR

(d) Direct compensation to the county for loss of . S
tax base a8 a project fixed cost. A N S

. (7} There are some 1,400,000 acros of arable dry land within
. - the project area although about 900,000 acres are located at
" elevations where a water supply is not immediately avallable, = .
.-, Because of recent successful high-lift pump projects along the = .. LR
. 8nake River, future studies should consider the extension of the.: ~ -~
Silia proppsed Mountain Home, Guffey, Bruneau and Initisl Butte Unit
¥ i facilities, ' o C : O

.. (8} We are conoerned that the project might be delayed bacause.
of the controversy over studies of importation of water to S
the Colorado River basin. If it {s hald up for political reasons, .
I fear that the people of Idaho will Interpret the move as proof
_ that the Southwest states want to take water that we could
‘utilize, not merely that in excess of our naeds. )

: Idaho gives unqualiffed endorsement of the SBouthwest Idaho Water
Lo Davelopment Project as described in the June 1966 feasibility report, Con-.
o #ideration of the items mentioned above will not affect the feasibility of the
1o project and should not prevent early authorization and appropriation’of funds
T to bagin construction,’ I would like to point out that there are many individuals = v
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¥ Honorable Stewart L, Udall * g " December 7, 1966

"~ who are willing to undertake private development of lands in the projoct - '_ v
. area which are withdrawn for reclamation purposes. In the event that thera - .
“1s any prolonged delay in authorization of the project because of political L
-~ considerations, I favor relaase of these lands to allow some development A
with prxvate capital. - o .
L I urqe your full support m recommending this project to tha S
- Congress, . . ' :

8merely yowa' Ot .~ '.. ;‘.. ' -j.- P

e “(".. .

GOVERNOR

RES:c
_ ocz Honorable Len B'. Jordan, United Statea Senator Wit L e
' Honorable Frank Church,- United States Senator RN
" Honorable Georgé V.Hansen, Member of Congress ... « . -
" "Honorable Compton I, White, Member of Congress N

~ Honorable James McClure, M.C.~-elect Lo e e
" Honorable Kaith Higgenson, 8tate Reclamation Enginaer L
- Honorable Carl Tappan, Water Resources Board AR
Honorable George Crookham, Caldwell, Idaho, Chr. Water Board R
Hanorahla W, W. Gartin, Chr, 8outhwest Idaho Water Devalopmient Aanin.
o q/o 'rertoung Coge Pirnt Security Bank. Bunqu, Boiae, Idaho
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