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DEPARYMERT OF RECLAMATION

BOLSE, IDAHO.

DEPARTMINTAL REPORT WO« 2 from JMAY 1 to JUNE 1, 1919.

T0 HIS ICELLINCY, C. C. HMOORE,

ACTING GOVEHUNOR OF THE 87491 OF IDAHO.

I have tvhe honor to offer the following report of thé activitiss of
ths Department of Reclamation durdng the month of May, and I trust you will £ind

the same correct, in proper form, and contalning such information &s you desire.

TATER RESOURGES.

Owing to the extrome shortage of water, occasioned by a very light
precipitetion and snow-fall, most of the btime of the various help in the Depart-
ment of Reelumation has been taken up in handling the wvarious water difficulties
and controversies st varlous parts of the etate during the past month.

%his shortage is particularly acute in the Big and Little Lost River
water sheds, the Snake River wator shed, the Big and Little Vood kiver water sheds,
and in faect in practloally all of the territory vof muthern and southeastern
Idaho.

During seasons of normal flow, the Snake River is at Lhis time at flood
stage and & considerable quantity of water has heretofore, at this time of the year,
been wasting ov;r.-r the HMilner Dam, whereas during this season the strbam has besn
sntirely used for irrigntion rurposes ot this point for soms weeks paste

The shortage on the Gnake and Big Lost livers has become s0 acute that
1t has been found necesaar-y and advizséble to 1ssue vra#-nings to‘the various water
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users thersunder by circulsy letter to the more important and larger interests,
and by the publication of notices in the newspapers to all of the interested
parties. All of the "atermasters and Field Forces on ptreams where the water
supply is short, have bsen chargad with the importance of delivering water to
the varlous users in ac’cordance with their respective rights, and only in such
quantities as can be put 1o a henefiéial use. ‘The various water users have been
advised that under the existing circumstances, the wasting of water will not be
permitted. ,

By the no-—operative arrangesont ﬁrith the Tnited States Geological
furvey =nd this dephrtment, iMr. &. Clyde Baldwin has been placed in chargs of the
distribution of the waters of Inake Eiver, and is in ch.rge of a branch office of
the United States CGeological Survey which has been opened in the Federal Builﬂing‘
at Idaho Falls, and in addition to his dutiss in distributing tho water of Snake
River to the respective users thorsunder, ir. Baldwin will conduct a special
study of the water supply of Snske Hiver which should result in a complete in-
ventory of this valuable state asselt or resource.

In addition to the foregoing, the following nmissellaneous and routine
matters have been handled by the Bureau of Water Desourses. One hundred and
elght applisations for permit to appropriate the public waters of the sizte of
ldaho have been received and considered by this department during the month.of
HMays Various wuter controversies have been looked intc and setiled.

Upon receipt of a complaint concerning the conditlon of the Murphy
Irrigation District Dam on Sinker Creek, cureful investigations wers aonducted
and the lrrigation District were permitted to, after maklng certain improvements,
impound some B00 ncrs feet more water than hod herstofore been in their rescrvoir.

Heetings have been held with the water users st Arco, Moors and Mackay

on the Blg Lost River: at Idaho Falls and various other points on the “nake Hiver.
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CAREY ACT
The Wost Pnd Twin ¥alls, or what is now known as the Idaho Farms

Development Compuny's Usrey Act Project in fwin Falls and Owyhee Countles is

under construction and the work is progressing satisfastorily. Pleld examina~
ktions have been made at this project from tiwe to time during the moizth; koo
aminations have also been made of the Keating, idaho Irrigation Company, North
Side Twin Falls Land and Water Cdmpany, and the Darlington Land and “ater Company‘
Carey Act Projects.

Owing to the extrems dry season, the water supply avallable to some
of the Carey Aot leojeets In this state is very short and some orop damags may

result.

MISCELLAUROUS,

Under the provisions of Chapter 29 of the Fmergency laws of the
Pifteenth Sesslon wherein Thirty Thousand Dollars was appropriated for chanmel
improvemonts in the South Fork of Saske River, two small contracts, aggrosating

§1175.00 and $1450.00 each, have been completed, approved and the pryment therefor

ordered. Owing to risht-of-way difficiltiss, the bulk of. the improvement work
contemplated under the provisions of this Act has not beon completed. _On ascount
of the fact that little or no flood water has oscurred during this year, this delay
has not proven serious. Flans ars no;v under way (o overcome thiw difficulty, and
it is the purpose of this departmont to, if possible, complete this river improve-
ment work during the present summer.

There is submitted herswith a financial statement showing, in aciditlion
fo other things, the con&ition of the ‘ﬁmds appropriated by this department as of
May 3lst. Shere is also submitted herewith a statement showing the receipts from
various sources of thils department during the month of May.

Yours verf; truly,
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