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— Yours respectfully,
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

~ WASHINGTON
- October 25, 1922,

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Mr. N. C. Grover,
Chief Hydraulic Engineer,

United States Geological Survey.
Dear Sir:

As requested in your letter of Hay &, 1921, I made a field
examination during June and July, 1921, of that stretch of Snake River
between iiilner and Weiser, Idsho. In making this examination I was
agsisted by Dr. Arthur C. Spencer, éeologist; Werren Oakey, asslstant
engineer, and F. D. Ramsey, field assistant.

The accompanying report presents studies relative to the
geography of Sneke River basin, deseriptions of the springs and their
flow, history of the development of water power, and descriptidns of
both the developed and undsveloped sites and a plane-tabls mep of
each undeveloped site.

Considerable time has been spend in interpreting the power-
site lands, the descriptions of which have been most puzzling owing
to the inzccuracies of the original cadastral surveys. The power and

approximate agricultural velues of the power-site lands are shown in

tabilar form and also by means of colors on maps inclosed.
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— could be transformed into a highly produetive region. Neetings and
irrigation congresses were held throughout the West and in 1900 all
politicel parties incorporated reclamation planks in their party plat~
forms. In 1901 President Roogevelt,in his first message to Conzress,
urged the conservation of owr natursl rescurces, recommeniing suitable
laws under which irrigation works might be constructed and maintained.
In 1894 the Carey act was passed which aided the States iIn irrigation
work. In 1902 the Government Reclamation law was passed and in'the
period 1900 to 1910 the Snake River plakns, as well as large areas In
other public land states, experlenced a revolutiocmary change.

In this period thes Boise United States Reclamation projects,
Kiné Hill and Iﬂin}ido]m, were put into operation. The North Side and
South Side Twin Falls projects, and large irrigation districts in the
valley west of Boise, were constructed. Towns spraung up which, unlike
the boom mining towns, have kept up a contimual growth. As nearly &s
can be estimated, the irrigated area in southern Idako increased from
less than 200,000 acres in 1890 to well over 1,200,000 acres at the pres-
ent time, and the increase in population was over 200,000. With the
growth of population maturally came a demand for power; each local com
munity endeavored to supply its own demands by development of local
plants, both small hydroelectric and steams. Between 1907 and 1912 these
— local plants were superseded by central hydroelectric stations con-
structed and operated by different companies. This was a period of

exceptionelly rapid mml economic development. The various operating

I .




