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Depariment of Water Resources,

January 31; 1985

Snake River Water District 1 is the natioen's largest water
district. Each year the Snake River watermaster delivers nearly
eight million acre-feet - of water to some 1,780 water rights for
the- irrlgatlon of ove¥ one millien Ewo hundred thousand apres of
land. This represents approx1mate1y one~third of the total
1rr1gated acreage in Idaho. Because of the size of the district,
the Snake River water users have, since 1919, anrnually elected
nine mem to; represent their collective 1nterests, to act as
advisors to;the watermaster and, in recent years, to operate the
upper Snake Water Supply Bank.

~ The. Committee of Nlne is extremely cuncerned ‘about any
actien Fhat might impact the long. established rights .of
irrigators to continue using Snake River, water. The water users
of the upper Snake River remain confldent that hydropewer rlghts
are lqgally subordinate to 1rrigation uses.. However, they
believe that no ane wins in protracted litigation and, therefore,
;support implementation of the "Swan Falls Agreement."

"The Committee of Nine believe that fundlng for a general
adJudlcatlon of the Snake River Basim is the most eritical
element in the agreement‘ and that evem if other parts of the
agreement are not 1mplemented it is essential that the
adjudication be commenced this year. i

The enclosed reselutions were adopted by the Committee of
Nine at thelr January 17th meeting. They have asked that I gend
yeu a copy of these resclutions and encourage you to give each
your favorable consideration.

' - Respectfniiy submitted,
The foregolng Is a true and cartified copy of o

“the doctment on filé af the depamnem of
Water Resour ‘

'%h%ay ao.,O_g., - RONALD D. CARLSON.
. . - Snake River Wate;master L

RDE:ew. L | S@ANNE@‘
Endlosires = . : JAN 292337

Copy sent to all Senators & Representatlves w/resolutlﬂns
Ken:Dunm:
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RESODLUTTION

WHEREAS, the Governor, the Idaho Power Company, and the
Attorney General of the State of Idaho have entered into an
agreement to resolve the need to continue pending litigation and
solve the controversy over Swan Falls water rights through
Stipulation and enabling legislation: and,

WHEREAS, agreement is s preferred method of
resnlution to avold lengthy court battles and continued loss of
opportunity for economic growth in the Uppe; Snake River Basing

~ NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Committee of
Nine encourage the Idaho Legislature to pass reguisite
legislation to implement the Swah Falls Agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in implementation it be
clear that the Following conditions prevail:

1. That there is, and will continue to be, no
obllgatlon to provide surface flows for water rights
established below Milner Dam and that the "zero" flow at Milner
Dam be reaffirmed,

2. That an effective water marketing system is in
place through the Upper Snake Water Supply Bank and that any
change in marketing of water which might be proposed under the

Agreement should be through the existing Water Bank.

3. That "full utilization of existing storage" be
understood to mean the allocation of space in existing
reservoirs.

4. That the reconstruction of Teton Dam be commenced
as though it were in place prior to November, 1982,

Adopted this _17 day of January, 1985.
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ROBERT REICHERT, Chairman

Committee of Nlne

ATTEST: = ,et ( xﬁ( 7}/“%{,&2/

REED MURDOCK, Secretary
Committee of Nine




RESOLUTTION

WHEREAS, the Committee of Nine recognize the
continuation of existing water rights in the present priority
structure to be ecritical to agriculture in the Snake RlvFr Basin;
and,

WHEREAS, the potential for serious challenges by the
continuation of these water rights is largely dependent upon
the assertion of unadjudicated claims to water rights by
entities not part to previous court.actions; and,

WHEREAS, recent court aections have clouded many Upper
Snake irrigation rlghts and left them open to challenges of
entities seeking to obtain rights to Snake River flows;
and,

WHEREAS, the Idaho Statutes require an adjudication of
water rights before a watermaster can distribute water to the
respective. rights:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Committee of
Nine support and encourage the Idaho Legislature to immediately
~provide funding for a general adjudication of the Snake River and
tributary ground water systems.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that because of the critieal
need, that adequate funds be provided to the Idsho Departmént of
Water Resources to commence the adjudication st the earliest
possible date in 1985.

Dated this 17 day of January, 1985.
) . |
c /r
ROBERT REICHERT Chalrman
Committee nf Nlne

ATTEST: . }L ¢ l( iy }lu, L, /\
‘REED MURDDCK Secretary
Committee of Nine

The foregolng Is a tue and certified copy of
the document on file at the dspartment of




