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IN THE MATTER OF UPDATING)
THE STATE WATER PLAN ) A RESOLUTTION
)

WHEREAS, the Idaho Water Resource Board (the Board) has circulated
proposed changes to the policies contained in the state water plan, and

WHEREAS, the Board has provided an opportunity for the public to comment on
the proposed changes and to suggest others, and

s report in this martter,
cordingly.

WHEREAS, the Board has considered the hearing officer’
has reviewed the record, and modified their proposed changes acc

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board adopts the attached
changes to the policies of the state water plan, and directs that these changes be
provided to the Idaho State Legislature for their consideration.

DATED this 53}2 day of January, 1992.

£ Qo Gttt

F. DAVE RYDALCH, Chairman
Idaho Water Resource Board

GENE M. GRAY, Secrefary,




Tt e ANt i 5

Tabhle of Contents, Cont,

Policy 41 - Planning Program . .. . i i e e e e et e 27
Policy 41 - Cooperate with Indian Tribes . .. .. .0t i it e e 27
Policy 4K - Determination of Federal Reserved Rights . . . .. . .. .. .. ... .. . vn ... 27
Policy 4l ~Coordinated Use . . . . ... ... ittt ra i e 27
River Basins Group
Poliey SA - Spake River Basin . . . . . . . ..t iric et it e et e i e e e e 28
Policy 5B ~ Snake River Trust Water . . . . .. o i it it it et e it me e e e 29
Policy 5C - Snake River DCMI (Domestic, Commercial, Municipal, apd Indusinisl) . ... . ... .. 29
Policy SD - Snake River Agrictlfilre .« . o L it i it it vt it e r e e e e K1
Policy 5E ~ Smake River Hydropower .. ... .. . . e i e 30
Policy 5F - Spake River Navigation .. ....... ... . ... .0 ouou.. e 31
Paolicy 5G - Snake River Aquaculiure . . . . . L. i e e e e e s 3
Policy SH ~ Snake River New Surface Storage .. ... ... .. .. e e 3t
Policy 51 - Snake River Stored Water for Management . .. . . ... ... .. ... .. e R §
Policy 5J - Water Quality of the Suake River Plaln Aquifer .. ... .. ... . ..., ... .. 32
Policy 5K - Snake River Components of Comprehensive Plan ... ... e e S .
Policy 6A ~ Bear RIVer Basin . v v it i it i et e e e e e e e e e IR
Policy 6B -~ Bear Lake . ... .. . ... N O £
Policy 6C ~ Bear River Addiional Projects .. ... ... .. .. ... O X
Policy 7A - Panhandle Basins .. .. ... ... .... e e e e e s .. 33
Policy 7B - Panhandle Agricultural Water . .. .. ... . ... ... .. e e 33
Policy 7C - Panhandle DCMI (Domestic, Commercial, Municipal, and Industrial} . . . . . R &
Policy 7D - Panbandle Navigation . ............... e e e 33
Policy 7E - Panhandie Fish, Wildlife, and Recreation . . o ..o o v et ncn o cnn . 34
Policy 7F - Panhandle Components of Comprehensive Plan . . .. ... ... S e L. 34

List of Tables

Table 1. Average Anntal Runoff of Major Rivers in the Snake River Basin at Selscted Gauges . .. ... .. 4
Table 2. Estimated Average Annual Runoffof the Bear River ... .. ... ... .. ... ... uinon... 9
Table 3. Average Annual Runoff of Major Rivers in the Panhandle Basins . ... ... B 11
Table 4. Population densities per square mile using 1990 estimated populations . . . ... ... ......... 4
Table 5. Urban and Rural Populationinldabo . ... ... ..., ... .... e e e i4
Table 6. Potential Reservolr SHES . . . . . .. o i ittt ittt e it e et e e e s e e cve.. 25
List of Figures
Figure . Principal Gauging Statlons . . .. . . . . ... .. ittt i e e e .
Figure 2. Seasonal Distribution of Long-term Average Flows of the Snake River . . ... .. ... .. e &
Figure 3. Annual Runoff 1920-1992; Salmon River, Snake River, and Boise River .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .7
Figure 4. Annual Minimum Daily Discharge; Snake River near Murphy 19511992 .. ... . ... .. .. .. 7
Figure 5. Annual Runoff; Bear River at Border, Bear Riverat Alexander . ... ... ... .. ... ... ... 10
Figure 6. Ground Water Management Areas . .. . ... v et it it it it iy v 13



Policies

& River Basins Group

POLICY SA - ANARE RIVER BARIN
it Is the policy of ldahe that the Swan Falls agree-
ment betwern the state and Idaho Power Company
stablishes the framework for water management in
the basin, Central 10 the agreement is the gssump-
tion rhat the Snoke River is fully appropriated
upstream from Swan Falls Dam except for trusi
water held by the stare and eccasional flood
waters,  The state recognizes that the cxercise of
weaer rights above Miner Dam has and may
reduce flow ai the dam to sero. Mininum average
daitv flows at the Murphy gauging sration shail
meet or exceed 3,900 ofs from April T ro October
31 and 5,600 ¢fs from November 1 1o March 31,
The average daily flowe measired et the Welser
gauge shall not be less than 4,730 ¢fs. A mini-
mugn average daily flow of 5,000 ¢fs at Johnson's
Bar shall be maintained and an average daily flow
of 13,000 ¢fs shall be maintained ar Lime Point
(river wmile 172} a mininum of 95 percent of the
time. Lower flinvs may be permitted at Lime Point
during the months of July, August, and Seprember,

during which time the operation of Idaho Power's
Hells Canyon dams shall be in the best interest of
power and navigation ax determined by the Corps
of Engineers and daho Power Company.

The minimum flows established for the Saske
River at the Murphy and Weiser gauging stations are
management and permitting constraints; they further
insure that tha state will be able 1o assure an adequate
hydropower resource base and belter protect other
values recognized by the state, such as fish propaga-
tion, recreation, and aesthetic interests, all of which
would be adversely impacted by an inadequate stream
flow. The zace flow at Milner Dam is nota target or
goal to be achieved. and mmy not necessarily be
desizable. It is rather, a recognition of the current
copdition in which zero fow passes Milper Dam
during certain periods of time. The state should seek
o acquire water whensver it becomes available in
order to mitigate the impacts of low flow below the
dam.

River flows downstream from that point to Swan
Falls Dam conpsist almost entirely of ground-water
discharge during portions of low-water years. The
Snake River Plain aquifer which provides this water
must therefore be managed as an
integral part of the river svstem.

The minimum flows estab-
lished for Johnson's Bar and
Lime Point are contained in the
original Federal Power Commis-
sion license for the Hells Canyon
hydropower complex. By adopt-
ing these flows, the Idaho Water
Resource Board recognizes the
importance of minimum flows to
downsiream  usss and  makes
their maintenance a matter of
state water policy. The Water
Resource Board recognizes that
the license requirements relate to
the provision of water for navi-
gation and power, and not to
other instream uses. The Board
realizes that the state has no
authority to require releases of
stored waler by the power com-
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