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26 October 2006

Chris & Doris Bamey
3660 McDonald Rd
Wapato, WA 98951

Re: Idaho lands under Wyoming water rights
in Freedom Canal
Dear Mr. & Mrs. Barney:

Working closely with ldaho along our shared border, your water right claim for Idaho lands in
their Snake River Basin Adjudication comes to our attention. We are writing to let you know the
Freedom Canal already has Wyoming water rights adjudicated for irrigation & stock use in
Idaho, as a Wyoming diversion from Salt River. This is also true of the nearby Kirkbride Ditch

In contrast to other areas where an existing interstate decree or compact already designates
otherwise, both states agree that the state in which the canal diverts from the natural stream is
the state which has jurisdiction to permit, adjudicate, and administer the water right for that
diversion (regardless of which state the artificial conveyance and water's use attaches to).

Because your right to natural flow originates from and is recorded by Wyoming, your Idaho
claim is an unnecessary duplication that can mislead you and others to expect that your usage
on ldaho land should be subject to Idaho priorities and regutation Wyoming therefore
encourages you to withdraw your idaho claim.

if you have questions about whether your full use in Idaho is covered by a Wyoming
adjudication, please send me a copy of the legal land description on your deed sowe ¢cando a
water right search of Wyoming State Engineer's Office records for that land. We can also
provide copies, and can explain other procedures such as how to file for an expanded Wyoming
water right to unpermitted fands or additional uses

Both states will appreciate your attention to this matter, and your thoughtful withdrawal of the

tdaho claim

Best regards,

Jade Henderson

Wyomting Water Superintandent
copies: £d Bruce, Water Commissioner

Kevin Wilde, Lead Hydrographer
Idaho Department of Water Resources
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