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DEPARTMENT OF
WATER RESOURGES

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF THE
STATE OF IDAHO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

InRe SRBA

Case No. 30576
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STATE OFIDAHO )
: - 1 88,
County of Bannock )

Subcase No. 27-16C

AFFIDAVIT OF LaVERELLE STECKLEIN

LaVERELLE STECKLEIN, being first duly sworn, deposes,and states as follows:

137" Yam of full age and I am competent to testify to the information contained in this

Affidavit.

2. 1 have personal knowledge of the information contained in thisAffidavit.

3. I have persongl knowledge of the objections filed by the Shoshone Bannock Tribal

Couieil in 2006 in respect to the Ioops of tribal land, with tlie associated water rights

5eing used to irrigate said loops, which are located on the north bank of the re- -

channelized Blackfoot Ri'lv‘er. R
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4.  AlthoughI wes a young man at the time, to my knowledge I am one of the only two
| surviving individua;s Whose parentsl owned land along the otiginal Blackfoot Tivet,
which through inheritance and upon the passing of my patents, I confinue toownand
farm. Being familiar with the affairs regarding my pare;nts’ farm, I wish to offer the
following testimony. ‘

5. Prior fo the re-channelization of the Blackfoot River it flowed in a winding and
méandeﬁpg path westward from thc previously constructed “Retainer Reservoir” to
fhe Snake River, emptying into he iver near Tilden Bridge, The winding of the
river back and forth created many loops which slowed the flow of the river. This,‘ in
co}lj@ction with the growth of considerabie trees and vegetation along and in the
river resulted in considerabie flooding to the surfounding areas. This was an ongoing
problem, particularly during hcavy- water Tunoff years. Due to the intolersble
situation, it was determined by property owners on both sides of the river, in
cooperation w1th concerned ciﬁzens of the sm:roundiné areas, the Bingham County
Commissioners, and the Fort Hall Agency, to resolve the problem by‘ cutting off the
major loops and straightening the river’s course.

6 Afterthe process of considerable negotiation, the U.S. Corps of Engineers was called
upor; to provide the necessary resources to complete the project: The river was
straightened considerably, deepening and widening the channel and increasing berm
heights to prevent further floodirig, To date, this has solved the previous problems,
as there has been no flooding since, During the process of re-channelization many
loops of land, which wete part of individual farms, were cut off by the new channel,

" The parcels of land were no longer accessible to the original owners. People were
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keenly aware of the loss of land of those affected loops, but realizing the overall
benefit, most land owners voluntarily agreed to work through the resulting problems
in & cooperative manne,

7. No one wasrequited to accept a personal loss of Iand due to the re-channelization,
As aresult, twa individuels on the north side of the river refused to give up portions
of their respective farms. Asa remﬂt, those loops were bypasse;d and remain intact as
pa_rt'of th;s original channel. The remaining affected individuals agreed upon the
solution by using the loops of land which fell on their respective sides of the river i
excﬁangé for the use of the land which fell on the opposite side of the.river. This
would naturally include the water rights associated with the respecﬁve lopps, as farm
land is of o walue w1thout water, Thc affected loops werg relatively small and so the
feeling of “give and take by parties on both sides of the river was acceptable,

8. I know of 1o written confracts to such agreements, it was "simply done by common
consent in the form of & “gentlemen’s agreement” and was done in gaod faith based
upon a person’s word. At that time in our history, a person’s word was their bond
and was legally recognized. |

9, The .arran-gement I have described has continued to be & long-standing agreement
between the affected parties of both sides of the river for approximately 45 years.
This i evidenced by the fact that rieayly all Tribal land lt;ops on the north side of the
river and several loops of non-Ttibal land which are now on the south side of the

| river have been used peacefully for fa.nnmg for this fong period of time, Realizing
- that all of' the “old-t.imt.ars” are now gﬁnﬂ and therefore cannot offer testimony, and

younger leaders who knew nothing of previous agreements are now at the helm of
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Tribal government, I recognize their reason for formal objection to past agreenients.
However, itis my firm conviction that such objections violate the original agreement

as entered into by those who were directly involved,

DATED: This o2 7 day of Match, 2008.

e
LaVERELLE STECKLEIN, Affiant
757 West Riverton Road
Blackfoot, Idaho 83221
Telephone: 785-1594

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me, a Notary Public in and for said state, this o1/ _
day of March, 2008,

Notary Public for Idzho
Residing at: ﬁ)qd@cal TH

7

Commission expires: 2-2% —[1
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing AFFIDAVIT OF
LaVERRELLE STECKLEIN was mailed on June 26, 2008, with sufficient first-class postage, to

the following:

Clerk of the District Court
Snake River Bagsin Adjudication
P.O. Box 2707

Twin Falls, Idaho 83303-2707

Blackfoot Irrigation
Keith S. Hinckley
LaVerelle Stecklein
Jerry R. Rigby

P.0O. Box 250

Rexburg, ID 83440-0250

USDI Bureau of Reclamation
U.S. Department of Justice
Environment & Natural Resources
550 West Fort Street, MSC 033
Boise, ID 83724

Ken F. Wernette
Olivia Wermnette
508 N, 600 E.-
Firth, Idaho 83236

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
Jeanette Wolfley, Special Counsel
202 N. Arthur :
Pocatello, ID 83202

State of Idaho _
Natural Resources Div. Chief
Attorney General’s Office
P.O. Box 44449

Boise, ID 83711-4449

Director of IDWR
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0098

Connie S. Clawson
Michael R. Clawson
740 E. 450 N.

Firth, 1D 83236




