WILFORD CANAL DOCUMENTATION FOR WINTER WATER

1 . Water location record and decree,

2.  Claim filed for water rights.

3. Flow charts from Fremont Madison Irrigation.

4. Statements of stockholders.

5.  Minutes of canal meetings.

6. History of canal and flour-lumber mill.

The Wilford Canal has limited documents and minutes of
stockholder meetings and the operation of the canal, do to
the fact that all was lost from the Teton Dam Flood of June
5™ 1976.
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amount so assessed against him to the the Clerk of this Court. .

And it is further ordered that each party hereto shall pay his own
~ecessary costs for witnesses and other individual eXpenses.

‘This decree is rendered and entered without prejudice as to any and
all rights or claims to waters of Snake River, or any of its tribuiaries, or
any of the parties fo this action, who are not in default herein, and whose
rights accrued or would take priovity as of a date subsequent to the ixrg}_

. day of June 3406, . ’ . e

it is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the above mentioned .
and described awards of the right to use the waters of Snake River and
its tributaries, respectively, are declared io be appurtenant to and are
awarded for the parpeses of irrigating the {ollowing described lands of
the respective claimants, and for the fotlowing manufacturing, power, and

&t poses, respectively, to-wit: 2
W tract of land lying adjacent lo the NWl4 of SW¥% and
Lots 3 and 4, Sec. 15; NE% of SE% of Sec. 16, and SE% of SE% of

Sec. 16, L. 3 8., B, 34 k., B. M,, containing 160 acres.

Adams, E. G, 5% of NE% and N% of SEY Sec 1, T.5 N, R4 E, B M,
containing 160 acres.

Adams, Lot, 8% of NEW, NE¥% of SE% and SE% of NW¥# of Sec. 2, T.
8 5, K. 34 B, B. M., containing 160 acres.

Allen, Amos, NWY% Sec. 35, 1. 4 N, B 45 E, B. M.

Allen, Charles A, NW% Sec. 1, 't 3 N,R 4 E,B. M,

Allen, Darius H,, E% of SE% of Sec. 2f and NW% of See. 27, T. 1 N,
K 37 E, B. M, containing 24¢ acres.

Allen, Eliza B., E% of NEY Sec. 22 and Wi of NWY% Sec. 23, T. 1 N,
R. 37 E,, 8. M., containing 160 acres,

Allen, George W., NW% of Sec. 5 and NEY% Sec. 6, T. 4 N, R, 45 E,
B. M.; Wi of SWi4 of Sec. 32 and EY of SE% of Sec. 31, T. 5 N., R.
45 E., B. M, containing 480 acres.

Allenblsaac T, N% of NE# of Sec. 12, T. 3 N, R. 45 E, B. M, containing
80 acres.

Allen, James V., SE}4 of Sec. 3, T.6 N,R 45 E, B. M. : '

Allred, 1. H., SW% of SEY Sec. 9; N% NE4 Sec. 16; E% SE% Sec. 19,
T.35,R 34 E, B. M, containing 200 acres.

Almy, C. J., Lot 6, See. 21; SW3, of SW and Lot 5 of Sec. 22 and NEY%
of NE% of Sec. 28, T. 8§ N,, R, 42 E,B M

smerican Falls Canal & Power Company—
Lands in Township 2 Souih, Range 34 East, B, M.:

Acres.
North half Seuthwest quarter Seetion 2. 0., 80
Southeast quarter Northwest quarter Section 28..,,....... 40
Southeast quarter Southwest quarter Section 29........... 40
Southwest quarter Southeast quatrter Section 28....,...... 40
North half Southeast quarier Seetion R -
Southwest quarier Northeast quarter Section 31..... venes 40
Lands in Towaship 2 South, Range 35 East, B. M.:
Northeast quarter Section 9.............. . .. . vreees 160
Northwest quarter Seetion 8........ o erererea Ceeneiaaae. .160
South half Southeast quarter Section 4......... .. .. ... BG
South half Southwest quarter Section 4. Seeeeeieeirraa e B0
Lands in Township 3 South, Range 33 East, B, M.;
lt Southeast quarter Section 10............. . .. .. rerriraa. 166
i Southeast quarter Section 13...... [ [ ]/lTIs 160
Southeast quarter Section 14........ errraaes Cheeeieaas .. 160

South half Northeast quarter Section 14, .. cirserreiaiaa.. BO
South half Northwest quarter Section 14.......,. .. ... . " 89
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Menan ....... ‘s
20|Ballantyne, Z.;
~ 20!Go0d Luck Can

Menan

.......................

Samuel (dcceased), Estate of; by Mary H.
Birch, adminx., and Mary H. Birch; June 1, 1884;
Teton River ...
20|Teton Irrigation & Manufacturing Co.; June 1, 1884;
Teton River. To be diverted at the Bird Head.
gate, near the Teton Mill .......................
20iTeton Irrigation & Manufacturmg Lo June 1, 1884;
Teton River. To be diveried at the Bird Head-
gate, near the Teton Mill .......................
20{New Lava Side Ditch Co.; June 1, 1884; Snake River. .
20 Lemi({)lot Canal Co.; June 1 1884 'South’ Fork of Snake
ver ..... e b et aa e aaeataer et aaaaaeany
20{Parks & Lewisville Canal Co.; June 1, 1884; South
Fork of Snake River .......cc.irironnnrrnnnnees
21/Independent Irrigaticn Co., Ltd.; June 4 1884; bouth
Fork of Snake Biver .......viiiiiiveeinnennnnns
22|Clark & Edwards Irrigation Co., Lid.; I‘Bb 27, 1885;
i South Fork of Smake River ............00cvueuns
23iWatson Slough Ditch Co.; Mar, 6, 1885; Snake River.,
24Woodmansee, Charles H., Mar. 15 188%; Moody Creek.
To be reduced fo 320 inchies after June 20t of
Lt L o] G Y Y o
25|Fgin Irrigation Co.; Apr. 25, 1885; North Fork of
Snake Biver ......c.c ittt
26|Nelson, David; May 1, 1885; Teton Hiver. Through
] NelSon-Jacobs DICR ..o.uursoenrneesnsessinsness
27"Windmill, Richard & Richard, Withers and Oscar B.
Ymmg, May 81, 1385; Taton River {Eckersell
Canal) ... oiineii i iiniieiraacann,
28iButler Island Canal Co.; June 1, 1885; bouth l'ork c:f
Snake RIVEr ... .i.iiciinrinriinencnanninansanns
28|Gold, ¥ranpk; June 1, 1885 McMﬂlan Slough..........
28 Roxana Canal Co.; June 1 1885; Teton River. To he
diverted from “Peton Island Feeder Canal........
28! Riverside Ditch Co.; June 1, 1885; Snake River.......
a8 Reid Canal Co.; June 1, 1885; Scuth Fork of Snake
BIVEL tv vt rmeeeticircnarsannsansnssssnnanasnas
- arry, Peter (deceased), Estate of; by Henrv Mc-
2 MCGGarS;'y adminr.; June 1, 1885; McMillan Slough. .
28IMcGarry, Henry; Jnne i, 1885 Mc\fhnan Slough......
28:Long Island Irrigation Co June 1, 1885; South Fork
of Snake River ...........cicniai.n
98| West Labelle Irrigation Co.; June 1, 1885 "South Fork
of Snake RIVET .....ivivcavnrncrassernsanssnanas
58|Salem Irrigation Canal Co., Ltd.; June 1, 1885; Teton

20|Dunhain, W. W.; June 1, 1884; Spring Creek, near
June 1, 1884; Spring Creek, near Menan
Lo, June 1,1884: Teton Rmer .......
20iLxxton, Wllham, June” 1, 1884 bprmg ‘Creek, near

BRIVEE cvnvvieniisrnccnns Ceessasenrenras

640

3,758

2,202
1,000

459
1006
1,700

3,500
3500

320

216

216
3,500
30

800
BGG

1,500

120
105

3,000
6,000
4,000
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1§6lMchacken, James; June 15, 1897; Souil Leigh Creek.| 156
iaG%Mc(frackeﬂ, Jobn; June 15, 1897; South Leigh Creek. .| 160
156]Moffat, Mary; June 15, 1897; Leigh eqeek. conoremere i 80
1§h§Pﬁrter, John; June 15, 1807 Yrail Creek..-..-- e ! 75
1:)7¥Henrie, James 1).; June 20, 1897; Leigh Greek......-- | 130
158 Wedekin, B. K.; June 23, 1547; Pritchard Creelk....--- i 160

15%|Homer, wWilliard G.; June 24, 1897, South Leigh Creck] 160

160iBeam, Matilda E.; Sept 19, 1897; Hainey Creek... .- | 80

161;Sherman, E. H., and Sarah E.; Oct 10, 1897; Duck|

; e AR RR IR i 80
162{Jones, Joshua; Oel, 28, 1847; ‘Lrail CreeK. «oeneeront ! 100
163 Clark & Houghton, Apr. 1, 1898: Teton RIVEL..-o-ee o | 200 .

- 163 Goodl Luck Canal Go A '"-1.,;5189-3;.fretcn:smye ....... | 11,300

IRFOAIL S e . 2030 P
163}1{11}"})?(0]1 Pioly AP, q, 18983 'eton Bive

163! Rowe, Reuben H. and Morris MeCormick; Apr. 1,
i 18498 Teton River. Through Mq()ormick & Rowel

| AU PR LT R ot S ! 436
163 Ricks, Wallace; Apr. 1, 1898 Norih Leigh Creek....-- | 40
163 Rexburg irrigation Co.; Apr. 1, 1898; Teton River. ...« ! 8,500
163\ Pioneer Ditch Lo Apr. 1, 1898; Teton River......-«r" I {900
163§Pincock Byington Ditch Co.; ADT- 1, 1898; Teton River | 700
163iWindmill, Richard, and Richard Withers and Oscar B \

; Young; ApE- 1 1808, Teton River. Ecke:se_}l_._ﬁanall 434

o 163/ Wilford T & Manufacturing Cos; Apr L1 981 Lo
: T leton A ST | \ 6,608
16315tewart;-'-'-; el {deceased), Estate of, DY Mary .

| Birch, adminx., and Mary T Bireh; Apr. 1, 15983 |

i B Rver «oooonneriioos it SRl (Stewar | | 500
163 Walters, William; ApL. 1, 1888 Teton River (Stewart]

| and Wallers Diteh), Joint appmpriation with|

' o H Anderson - el Go s hpr, § ! LR
163|Siddoway 1rrigation & Manufaciuring Co.; Apr. 1.

1848; tTeton River I R r T AR ! 766
163|Teton island Canal G0 Apr. 1, 18498; Teton River. .. A I 7,982
163\ Bird, Martin L., ., W. Garner and George A. pincock;] |

; Apr. 1, 1898, pPincock-Garner Ditgh. . ovoremeen ! | 300
163 Eames, John 5.; ADT- 1, 18983 Teton RiVeT.... ... - 1 5
163! Nelson, David; Apr. 1, 1898; Teton Qiver. Throughi )

Nelson-Jacobs Piteh -oeoereerie R et | 434
163|{Mortensell, Christian;  ApT- 1, 18685 Teion River.! \

Through Nelson-Jacobs piteh . .coeners EXREREN _..,l 218
1153\Woodmansee-Johnsun Diteh; Apy. 1, 1808; Teton Rwer]i 1 1,380
1631City of Rexburg; apr. 1, 1R0%; Tetom River. or! \

! power and municipal purpeses ..o PPEETTAE ! 1,650
1631Huskinson, william 1.5 Apr. 1, 18083 iet‘on River.....- ! | 52,0
164|Nelso1, Fritz E.; ADPL 15, 1898; Spring (J{'cek .......... { \ 120
164\Ente1‘prise Canal Go. Apr. 15, 184%; South Fork of% 2 400

IPTSe River .o ooeolienn Moy 1, 1808 sen \ \
165!Lamoreaux, Francis A and Ann;: May 1, 1808; South! -
Leigh roek - ecoc s oo Badger TR 1 ii 0
16621-!.endrickson, Frank; May 1, 18983 Badger Creek. . .- |
167\Dewey Canal Co.; May 15, 18983 North Fork of ‘:‘mal«:e\i \ 1,860
RIiver .-t o0t iatme OISR e A0

Clark H. 3.3 May 15, 1gug; Teton River....oooomt et |
}?S'E]Wait, ¥. A, May 95, 1898 Leigh CreeK, om0 i 12(‘)}
169\Edwards, Apdrew; June 1, 1898, Trail (A"eek .......... ii oy
1601 Edwards, Andrew; June 1, 1808; Trail Creek. .- ! % a8
169\Feit, Glara v.; June 3, 1808; Badger Creel...ooooo i |
169{Bruce, Paniel C.; Jone 1, 1898; Tetc%g gr_eeé\ '(i{-ééi{ ceed 180
1g0{Black, Joseph A5 .hime 1, 1898; Sou eigl ok - - \ \ 20

160{Allen, Amos; Juné 1 1898; Fox Creelt..-.o-o
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13055030 s ILFORD CANAL
DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND, IRRIGATION YEAR NOVEMBER 1982 TO OCTOBER 1983
MEAN YALUES
HOY BEC AN FEB BAR APR MAaY SN RHIA AUG SEP acT
54 125 95 10 3% 120 123 220 143 137 9% 99
£4 125 5 0 35 15 124 04 143 136 98 10t
54 128 95 70 35 30 §2¢ 198 121 140 97 108
54 125 .85 74 i35 10 130 191 102 103 98 Bg
54 133 y5 76 35 in 137 181 109 105 97 76
114 175 85 1% 32 30 139 139 129 109 101 76
116 13¢ 95 (X 30 30 142 139 126 113 95 16
116 130 95 65 39 30 142 143 185 137 93 &3
116 130 45 65 3o 30 101 144 183 121 90 63
116 136 85 65 30 10 a5 139 119 1%5 89 63
iie 130 S5 64 30 30 111 138 &3 129 31 62
1ié 115 g5 55 30 30 112 138 3B 148 30 61
118 109 g5 4% 30 30 118 1173 64 £34 g7 6l
g7 100 35 45 30 10 124 117 3 145 85 &1
57 100 85 4% 3g 3D 122 161 44 158 84 15
47 148 85 45 30 o 141 86 114 157 83 is
§7 104 85 45 30 38 138 93 107 137 43 15
57 108 g5 45 30 3% 137 85 29 136 87 15
§7 115 BE 40 5% 33 115 95 118 £35 87 8
42 113 5 40 5§ 35 149 b 5:31 108 133 87 8
93 115 85 40 5% 73 146 181 154 132 87 8
g2 11§ ga a0 55 119 144 144 144 131 86 B
42 115 89 490 55 115 180 165 142 1438 8s B
g% 115 g4 40 -3 116 178 159 137 134 8% 8
92 100 80 37 55 150 183 192 131 133 B2 ] ,ﬁvf@
o
8% 109 aa is 130 156 184 138 176 119 B3 8 %
166 a0 CE+ 35 120 150 215 135 120 i12 87 g8
108 160 77 23 3120 157 $ 154 i27 11t $2 ]
106 164 75 e 20 165 b $154 156 ii0 95 8
106 109 15 o 120 165 3% 154 186 102 99 8
"o §00 75 waw 120 . 237 ™ 152 i00 oo 8
3848 3513 2707 1464 1672 2080 4718 4474 3700 31947 2703 1215
85 113 E7 £2 54 70 152 149 119 127 90 3g
116 18 g% 1o 120 165 243 220 185 $58 161 101
54 160 15 i5 30 30 85 &8 38 100 B3 g
5600 1000 5400 2%00 3300 4100 G400 5900 7369 TROO 5400 2400

IRRIGATION YEAR 1983 TOT AL 35100 MERAN 26 ACFT 69500
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CUBYC FEET FER SECOND, IRRIGATION YEAR VOVEMRER 19584 TO OCTOBRER 1985

MEAN VALUES

DRY WOV DEC JAN FEB MAR LER MAY JUH JUL AUG SEP QT
1 3.0 25 §.0 3.0 1.8 3.0 23 177 161 141 83 78
2 3.0 25 £.0 3.0 1.6 3.0 23 177 150 153 86 78
3 3.0 25 £.0 3.0 1.0 3.0 23 177 135 148 83 71
4 18 25 £.0 3.0 1.8 3.0 23 177 142 148 1 €3
5 18 25 6.0 3.0 1.0 3.0 23 177 142 139 119 73
5 19 20 6.0 3.¢ 1.0 4.0 23 173 133 130 100 73
7 1% 20 6.0 3.0 1.0 4.0 32 173 130 121 123 73
] 13 20 £.0 3.0 1.9 6.0 23 154 148 ize 121 73
g 15 20 5.0 3.0 1.0 6.0 23 155 156 118 107 73
10 1 28 6.0 3.0 1.9 §.0 23 154 167 118 103 73
11 20 25 4.9 3.0 1.0 6.0 3 152 16€ B9 938 71
i2 e 20 4.0 3.0 1.0 £.0 23 150 157 B3 100 71
13 20 20 4.9 3.0 1.0 5.0 23 156 137 86 101 71
14 20 20 4.0 3.0 1.0 5.0 23 187 135 84 108 71
15 20 20 4.0 3.9 1.0 5.0 23 172 122 01 106 71
16 30 14 3.0 3.0 1.0 5.0 23 e 131 110 113 89
17 30 14 3.0 3.0 1.9 5.0 21 179 231 117 117 70
18 30 13 3.0 3.0 1.0 5.0 23 167 126 88 118 73
1 ic 12 3.0 3.0 1.0 5.0 23 153 126 36 105 el
20 30 1z 3.0 3.0 1.6 5.0 54 110 153 95 108 59
21 28 11 3.0 3.0 1.0 §.0 sS4 76 164 86 315 69
22 28 11 3.0 3.0 1.0 5.0 56 76 158 80 59 6%
13 28 10 3.0 3.0 1.6 £.0 53 74 145 78 90 63
4 28 10 3.0 3.9 1.0 8.0 59 73 132 78 Ex) 68
18 38 10 3.0 3.0 2.0 8.0 53 71 128 76 84 6§
5 25 1 3.0 3.0 2.0 8.0 53 5] 126 77 90 71 ,
7 25 10 3.0 3.0 2,0 §.0 59 148 124 78 50 71 M
g 3] 10 3.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 B9 161 120 80 0 §9 y T
2 25 9.0 31,0 - z.¢ §.0 8% 164 132 81 28 §9 /
0 28 8.0 3.0 e .0 5.0 108 162 131 84 78 6%
H 8.0 3.0 .. 2.0 .- 108 P 130 87 - £9
TAL 555 502 128 84 38 153 1230 4365 4382 3188 2883 2155
2AN 22 1 4.1 3.0 1.2 5.3 42 146 140 103 g5 71
RY 30 25 €.0 3.0 2.6 8.0 108 183 157 183 123 78
41K 3.0 g.0 3.0 3.9 3.0 3.0 23 g9 124 75 78 58
-PT 1293 536 254 157 75 315 2853 3658 8532 £323 5517 4367

IRRIGATION YEAR 1483 TOTAL 13243 MERN 55 AC-FT 38556




DAY NV DEC JAEN FER MAR APR MAY JUN JUL BUG ZEP OCT

3 70 48 32 5.0 3.0 20 6.0 48 151 151 75 35

2 7 48 iz 5.0 3.0 20 8.0 48 151 154 71 116

3 70 48 30 5.0 3.0 ) 6.9 48 151 143 31 116

4 70 %3 ig 5.0 3.0 20 0.0 81 154 127 71 1%z

5 70 48 10 5.0 3.6 20 9.0 51 157 121 59 114

6 §9 35 30 5.0 2.0 16 0.0 41 172 119 I3 114

7 59 35 30 5.9 2.0 3.0 6.0 33 238 119 59 114

8 g 35 20 5.0 2.0 4.0 5.0 33 Pt 112 §1 134

3 56 35 30 5.0 2.0 5.0 3.0 45 235 1.06 s 114

14 56 LS 30 5.0 2.0 5.0 9.0 51 222 104 67 112

11 58 g 10 5.0 2.0 12 6.0 56 215 106 67 113

12 48 35 10 5.0 a.¢ 12 8.9 75 209 104 &7 111

13 a8 35 10 4.0 2.0 10 0.0 82 199 a9 57 111

14 18 35 8.0 4.0 2.0 8.0 0.0 89 178 94 57 119

15 58 38 §.0 4.9 2.0 8.0 20 157 175 89 5 169

18 47 18 7.0 4.0 1.0 15 20 172 157 84 £5 111

- 17 47 a8 7.0 4.0 1.6 15 20 15% 154 82 83 111
N 18 £7 38 7.0 3.0 1.6 15 14 178 151 82 g4 111
— 13 87 45 7.0 3.0 1.0 5.9 20 187 148 94 85 111
=g 20 47 35 7.0 3.0 2.0 5.0 22 145 145 106 87 111
21 70 s 6.0 3.0 z.0 5.0 a1 132 122 105 87 112

22 0 15 5.0 3.0 2.0 £.0 104 124 124 105 84 114

23 70 35 5.0 1.0 2.8 4.0 9% 121 181 104 ) 115

24 70 35 5.0 3.0 2.0 1.8 104 154 178 104 82 118

25 70 s 5.0 3.0 2.0 3.0 95 145 163 11 82 118

26 45 34 5.0 3.0 15 3.0 104 143 151 78 100 110

27 5 34 6.0 3.0 15 6.0 184 140 143 78 119 116

28 £8 34 £.0 3.0 18 8.0 117 138 148 78 115 57

29 48 14 5.0 — 15 .0 102 153 149 75 114 99

30 43 30 5.0 .- 15 2.0 93 151 14% 7 &2 33

it 26 5.0 ——- 15 - B4 —- 143 75 —_— 39

TOTAL 1723 1148 447 111 141 255 1153 3131 5265 3150 2374 1421

MEAN 57 37 14 4.0 5.5 8.7 37 194 170 102 79 118

MAX 70 ag 1z 5.0 15 20 117 178 238 154 119 118

MIN 45 30 5.0 3.0 1.0 n.0 0.0 13 134 75 51 %6

AC-FT 3418 2277 887 220 280 515 2287 §210 10443 §327 4705 57886

IRRIGATION YEAR 1999 TOTAL 232364 MEA 61 AC-FT 44358
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Winter Water Of The Wilford Canal

The Wilford Canal 1s diverted from the Teton River. It runs from east to west
down through the community of Wilford.

Many families had access to, and used the water for all their needs! Our
small log home, which still stands today, was located on the north bank of the
canal. The barns, Corrals, and livestock were on the South side.

As with others the canal was very important to our lively hood. We used
the water in the home; for bathing, laundry, cooking and also for drinking
both summer and winter. In the winter two holes were chopped in the ice: One
upstream for the house hold needs, and one down stream for livestock to drink
from. I was involved using the canal in this way in the late 30’s and early
4075, My grand parents used the canal beginning in 1908. Then 12 years later
my parents moved to this home site.

After the war in 1945 we drilled out first well for house hold needs. The
well, like most others in the area was dug to 60 feet. Many years wells in the
area would go dry in February. We learned that if we would divert a small
stream of water on the fields near the well site, the well would not dry up.
This made for many iced skating rinks in our community. We played a lot of
Iced Hockey. We would also skate for miles on the ice within the canals. It
was an extra thrill when we would find fish trapped between the layers of ice.
They seemed to be dead, but we would bring then home and put them in metal
bathing tubs; and soon they began to swim.

Many of us n this area were disappointed when the law was passed in the
late 70°s that defined the irrigation season. It prevented us from diverting
small amounts of water during winter months; to recharge our wells and aiso
provide water for our livestock.

We live in an area where the land is porous, water sinks quickly. This
water that we diverted in the winter not only helped us, but I fell and many
agree, that it also helped to recharge the entire aquifer.

There is talk of spending millions on recharge projects. First of all we
know there can be no recharge without water; and no water without more
snow in winter. Why spend dollars to build recharge sights when in this area
there are recharge sights already in place.

First there 15 an artery of 40 canals that fan out between Ashton and
Rexburg where 15 to 20% of water is lost to seepage during the irrigation
season. Water in these canals during winter months would contribute to under
ground storage. There are excavation pits along the free-way from Ashton to
Idaho Falls that could have water in them if and when this drought ends and
there is water available to do so.

-7y ) ) —
> ) ;{ﬁ/j » Date: & / 4{,}&; a9
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WILFORD CANAL WINTER WATER

This is a brief history as I recall of the Wilford Canal running water during the winter
months.

I am seventy four years old and our family has always been involved in the operation of
this canal.

My father was a Director and Secretary for twenty four years (1936-1960) and was very
active in the day to day operations of the Wilford Canal. I was a Director, Secretary and
Board Chairman from 1964 to 1996 (32 Years).

We have always felt the Wilford Canal was the economic life blood of our community
{what would our land be worth without water and how deep would our domestic wells
have to be?)

I recall in the 1930’s nearly everyone relied on water in the canal in the winter for
domestic and livestock use. Beginning in the 1940°s some domestic wells were being
driled but most everyone watered their livestock from the canal. The early wells were
not very deep 50-60 feet and they would start getting low or go dry in the winter so
farmers would run water in barrow pits, sloughs or on their land and this would raise the
water level, as we leveled our land, filled sloughs, borrow pits our water table continued
to drop, our first well was 60 feet, then around 1950 we lowered it to 90 feet and in 1960
we drilled down to 120 feet.

The years I was a director, (1964-1996) there was a definite need for water to be in our
canal for land recharge, well recharge, and livestock use. Nearly every year some wells
would get very low or go dry. If we would increase the flow of water in the canal our
stockholders could run water around their place and water their livestock and the wells
would come back in.

In the late 1970’s our district water master petitioned the Idaho Legislature to define the
water as far only irrigation and set the irrigation season from April 1 to Oct 31.

In the 1910 adjudication of our water rights, the judge ruled our water rights were for
irrigation, manufacturing, power and other purposes. (Page 31)..

In the late 70’s or early 80’s the District water master started sending letters to the canal
company’s stating if water was used between Nov 1 and March 31 they could be charged
storage water from the following years allocation.

Since this has happened many wells have had to be drilled deeper, the water table under
our farms 15 lower and it takes more water the following summer for our crops and our
canal has a greater loss from shrinkage.

We are now seeing many lawsuits be filed from those holding senior water rights, The
water table is dropping every year; stream flow and drainage into the rivers are lower.
We need to realize that you have to put as much into the system as we take out.

In reading minutes of meeting between 1978 to present, we used winter water when the
board felt it would not jeopardize our storage water the following summer.
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A few personal experiences of having water in the Wilford Canal in the
winter.

In 1941 when [ was attending Wilford School, the North branch of the
Wilford Canal flooded the entire school grounds and surrounding areas. All
of the students had a great time skating for a month or longer.

Winter water in Wilford Canal meant chopping holes everyday for livestock
and providing great skating for the entire length of the canal.

I recall after blizzards the canal would fill with snow. My dad and neighbors
would take a sharp — shoed team of horses and a single wing ditcher and go
through drifted areas making a path to keep water tlowing in the canal and
not tlood over.

In 1962 and 1967 we received much rain and warm weather in late January
and early February. The Teton River flooded many homes and farm land and
both times we were asked to open our gates to help relieve the high water
down river.




WINTER WATER IN THE WILFORD CANAL

I was born in Wilford in 1930. Our home was across the street from the
Wilford Canal. The water in the canal was the primary source of water for
our cows and horses as well as everyone else that lives close by. It was also
used for our household purposes.

After I was old enough to go to school it was my chore to keep the ice out
of the water hole so the cows could drink. There was water running in the
canal all winter long. All the neighborhood kids used it as a skating rink.
Many times we could skate all the way to the canal. I"m sure that all the
domestic wells in the area have benefited running water in the canal all
winter.

Date:_/-2¢ =035~ Signed: Pl % 2
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WILFORD CANAL CO. STOCKHOLDER AND BOARD MINUTES FROM
1977-1996

Check minutes of Directors meeting. Nov 19, 1980 Page 53 concerning claims
filed on winter water.

Director meeting. Nov 12, 1984 — Board agreed to run winter water. Page 87

Board meeting Feb 13, 1985 — statement water ninning over bank next to
Lyndon’s corral. Page 89

Stockholders meeting 2-9-87. Roy Beddes wants water in canal his well and
Lyndon Trupps are low, Motion made to turn water in as soon as possible. Some
water in now, they need more. Lyndon Trupps and David Beddes turmed more
water in the next day. Page 119

Board meeting 11-5-87. Discussed whether to leave water in canal due to charge
against our storage. Page 127

Stockholders meeting discussion on filing on winter water 1884 — 1898 — 1939
rights. Page 141
Board meeting 11-20-90. Motion made to leave water in for stock. Page 151

In reading some of the old minutes during the 1970’s we met several times
with Ray Rigby and he done some filing on winter water!
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WILFORD IRRIGATION AND MANUFACTURING
COMPANY

In the years between 1883 and 1900, many people came
£rom Utah communities to find new homes on the sagebrush
£1lats between the North Fork of Snake River and the Fall
River on the north and the Teton River on the south. Those
wwho were members of the Latter-day Saints Church were
encouraged by the leaders of the Church to build their
homes in communities where they could preserve their reli-
gious ideals, and be mutually helpful in withstanding the
hardships and dangers of a pioneer life. The Wilford and
Twin Groves Communities were established in this way.

Through the efforts of those early pioneers this area
is now under irrigation and served by the Salem Unicn, Fall
River, Farmers' Friend, and Wilford Canals and by three
smaller ditches known as the Pioneer, The Good Luck, and
the Stewart Ditches.

. To the Wilford Community in 1883 and 1884 came the
Birch Brothers, Thomas, Edward, James, Dave, Robert, Jack,
and William from Coalville and Willard, Utah, From Cache
Valley came the families of George David Black, William E,
Pratt, William and Joseph Brower, and John Burrell, Lysander
Dayton came from Cedar Fort. George and Bill Davis came from
Hooper, Utah and Thomas 3, Smith and severai grown sons from
Farmington, Utah. These first famiiies chose the land
nearest to the Teton River and the sloughs which meandered
from it from which they could get culinary water and enough
water to irrigate a few acres of crops.

But as other families arrived, it became evident that
only by the cc-operative efforts of groups cculd the life
sustaining water be led out to the fertile but thirsty lands
farther from the rivers, Cn February 2, 1884, a group began
work on a dam across the Teton River for the purpose of
diverting water through a ditch which was To be called "The
Wilford Mechanical and Agricultural Water Dizch, Some of
the men who were there that day were James Birch, Ernest
Chase, William J, Pratt, Nelson Russ, George D, Black, James
Fowell, Edward Birch, E. B. Heninger, John Burrell, and
Williem Birch. On May 1, 1884, they posted the notice at
the head of the canal claiming 14,0030 inches.

The company was organized in 1£85 with che following
officers: Thomas S, Smith, President; Ceorge David Black,
vice-nresident; William J, Pratt, Treasurer: and C, A, Powelil,
Secretary. Other directors were Edward A. Smith, Richard
Tunk, and Edward Birch,

Stockholders then comprising the company were: Edward

B§rch, William Allgood, Thomas Birch, James Birch, William
Birch, George D, Black, Ernest Chase, Lysander Dayton, W. J.
Elliot, W. R. Funk, C. A, Gordon, Thomas Zooch, Jochn Hansen,

H., F. Heninger, W. R, Jack, S, G. Johnson, Joseph Johnson,




5t

John Burrell, Reuben Belnap, Joseph Byington, {°§eph Brower,

‘c. A. Powell, James Powell, William J. Pratt, Ne.son Russ,
obb. _

and Jogz %irst it was decided to dig three pranches of thg canal,

the two which are novw used, and a third branch which was TO

have watered jands farther to the north which are now‘served

by the Fall River and Farmer's Friend Canals. The third

branch was never dug. The canal flows due west from the

Teton River for three quarters of a mile to the dividing

sates, Here it divides into the north and south branches

which then flow west four miles paralleling each other at &

distance of one-hundred rods. The course of the north branch

was surveyed along rhe side of the hill by J. R. MeserVy.

Then at the place where the canal dropped from the hill to

the flat below, the water was run through & penstock tO

supply power for the sawmill and gristmill erected by J. K,

reservy in 1887 and 1888, People came from miles around to

have grain zround into flour at the MeserVvy Mill.

Serving as pPresident of the canal company in 1884 was
Jesse L. Smithj in 1287-88 was Richard Funk; in 1839 was
Joseph Byington; and in 1890 was Charles A. Gordor.

in the years that followed, other families came from
Urah who helped to widen the canal, build headgates, clear
the land from sagebrush and make irrigation ditches. They
are the families of Francis Roueche, Eric Johnson, Samuel
V. Orme, Joseph and Fred Romrell, Wiliiam H. Panter, and many
others,

1n the years between 1905 .and 1910, the decrees of
+he canals of Snake River and its tributaries were determined’
through the decisions handed down by the District Court.

These decisions and decrees were made and based on the testi-
romies of the very earliest pioneers and river engineers.

Tre men who restified that they were on the dam site on
Tebruary 2, 1884 and that the notice was posted on May 1, 1884
were William Birch, Edwar Birch, John Hansen, and John
Pincock,

Some of the cfficers during those critical years were
T. 7. Roueche, President; O. K, Meservy, Secratary; and
board members S, W, Orme, S. A, White, Eric Johmscn, C. E.
turri, George VeArthur, and Joseph Romrell.

As the decrees were finaliy determined by the courts, the
Wilford Canal was given a low decree of 3,392 miners inches
dated June 1, 1824 and a high decree of 6,608 inches dated
April 1, 189%.

When it became evident that the Wilford Canal heading
jn the Teton River could not adeguately suppiy the north-
asstern parts of the Wilferd farming area, practical minded
Ten, SOmMe of whem had just finished heiping builé the Jilford
Canal began to explore the possibiiities for other canals
heading from the Morth Fork of the Snake River and from its
tributary, the Fall River.
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A Sketch of the %éé@rvy ¥ill made by Mrs. Rozelis Watson
from her memory of it.

The millrace and the penstock were open on top. The millrece was
shout fifteen feet long snd five feet wide. The penstock was about five
feet square end extended up above the millrsce a foot or two. Both the
millrace and the penstock were made of very heavy solid lumber.

The bullding was about thirty feet lomg and was made cf logs. it
was two stories high. The machinery was run by the power derived from a
large wheel that lay flat st the bottom of the penstock onto which the
water fell ss it dropped down through the pemstock. There was & foot~
sridge near the door over the stream of water that flowed out of the
penstock and back into the canal farther dowmsiresm.
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