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November 10, 2006

Sumn Valley, Idabe 53325
(208) 522.8852
ethomas@iordbissel.com

[IDW/R Regional Office
322 E. ¥Front Stresr

P.O. Box 83720

Boise, Idaho 83720-0008
At Mz, Donald Shasf

Re: Objections o Preliminary Recommendagon Concerning Water Right Nurober 731878
Dear Mr. Shaff

1 appreciated the Oppottunity to speak with you last week concerning the referenced
preliminary recommendaton.

a5 So0n 25 possible if the Department sees fit to maintain its prescat position regarding
#1878,

Qur position in this regard is simple indeed: the word “only” nowhere appeats in the §14
grant and there is np evidence whatsoever that the document has ever been interpreted as
though it did. In face, 51] of the evidence, including that from the Statc’s own
representativest, is to the contrary. Thus, it appears that at trial that your office will be faced
with the difficult task of proving, without any evidence, that its previously stated positions
are wrong.

As I also mentioned, given the nearly two decade pendency of these claims, our only real
concern is that some of our witnesses have alteady died and others are well along in yeass. It
is imperative, therefore, that we get to trisl as spon as possibie if 2 sclution cannot be
reached.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,
o o
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win C. Thomas
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1 have confirmed that the duly sppointed wateanasters take their ditrcrion from the S Concerming mwtpretadon

and applicstion of watar rights. Thit mesns thai the opintons of Warermasiers Gasei aad Marday inchaded with our
carier submissions in aid of objection are conclusive.




