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Brig and Louannie, together with other
homesteaders, camped near where the canal work was
going on. Louannic and the other wives cooked for
the men and helped out where ever possible. She
took her cow with her that was given to them for a -
wedding present.

Despite the late frost the crops and gardens
turned out well. The grain was cut with a binder and
the bundles were hauled and stacked under the hill
ncar the buildings and corral, to wait for the threshing
machine. Beccause of the steep road leading down to
the stacks, no thresher owner would move their
machines down the hill, fearing they would tip over.
Finally on December 2, Cutler’s threshing machine
from Vernon (west of Ashton) crossed the Fall River
from the west and threshed their grain. Normally

there would have been deep snow on the ground, but
that year the weather was warm and dry and farmers
were able to plow in December.

Tom continued to live with Brig and
Louannie, and Hans Nielsen, a bachelor who’s land
joined Brig’s place who had come from Denmark,
continued to eat with them frequently. Louannie did
their cooking, washing, and mending. Each man
worked on his own farm, but often worked together

exchanging work. So, their official family consisted of
four individuals. This was increased to five when Rue
came to live with them on September 15 after Brig
and Louannie were married. Thirty-cight years later
Louannie commented that she and Brig had never
spent a night alone in their home, “That someone has

always been with us.”
In 1904 Brig was clected a director of the

Conant Creck Canal Company. At various times he
was also sccretary or president undl 1937. In 1905 he
was called to be first counselor to James W. Green.
President of the Conant Branch, later called '

Farnum Branch of the Church. The meetings w .NJ
held in a log building also used as a school. It
built about 1899. Louannie was called as seconu

counselor in the Relief Sodiety.

The Murdoch home located “under the hill”
was nearly onc half mile off the county road when it
was established. As their family was growing, they

——

Murdoch homestead in Farnum near Fall River

decided to build a2 new home, barn and corrals near
the road on top of the hill. Louannic sold the milk

"cow her mother had given her as a wedding present,
and bought lumber for the housc. It wasa two room
frame housc with an attic and a shingled roof. It was
the first house Louannie had lived in that did not have
a dirt roof. No more shoveling dirt upon the roof
during a rainstorm to keep it from leaking.

New fences, corrals and sheds had to be built
in the new location. and trees, shrubs, and a garden
planted. Brig and Tom were still breaking up more
sod to bring more land into production. Drinking
water had to be hauled from the river when water was
not in the canal. The new home was one and a
quarter miles to school, two and a quarter miles to
church and three quarters of a mile to the storc and
post office.

On October 31, 1909 a very severe blizzard
struck. During the blizzard Brig rode out to the stack
yard to drive away some stray horses from his grain
piled in the yard. A horse kicked him breaking his leg.
With much difficulty he got to the house. Louannic
luckily intercepted the Doctor who was in the area to
sec a sick neighbor, Will Cazier, Dr. Hargis sct the
bones and put on a cast so Brig could get around with
crutches. Delbert, Louannic’s younger brother, came
and took care of the chores until Rue could come
home from Heber where he was going to High
School. The snow melted and Rue was able to plow
while Brig was recuperating. e
In 1909 a one room brick school house was
built to replace the original log building that had becn
used for both a school and a church. The same yeara
new church was built, costing around seven thousand
dollars. At the same time the ward was helping to pay
for the Yellowstone Stake Tabemacle in St. Anthony
and the Ricks Academy in Rexburg. To meet these
>bligations, the ward rented land from three land
owners. The members and non-membsers alike turned
out to prepare and plant the crops and also to harvest
it. At times there were as many as forty horse drawn
outfits in the fields at one time. The crops were good

and so were the prices, enabling the ward to pay off
the obligations and still have a surplus. Brig was 3.2

member of the bishopric at this time. This project did
much to strengthen the community and make it m.nocm
of its success. ,

Brig was appointed Justice Of The Peace om.
the Farnum area in Eremont County, November 5y,
1918. )

As their farms were improved and more €19
could be grown, Brig and Tom were able to add |
their buildings, cquipment, livestock and nou.dv_m&
their fencing. They also brought more of their lang
under irrigation. Brig bought cighty acres that joI*8
his homestead on the east. The canal ran throug,
entire length of it. The north half was watered and
south half was dry-farmed. Ruc helped in the
between high school terms at Heber City. Lov

274 brother Marion also worked for Brig a few year

It became nec
essary to add to the house
whmﬂwBoa»H .En growing family. A lean-to of QMM
was built on the north side, with a front and

living there in the summer.
In the fall of 191]1 whil i
e the thresh
Mwmom: mHWn Murdoch’s farm, Brig’s new log wwwan“”“
n are. The fire was mn.:.nna when four and a half

finally brought in and
t
of the house and it ium“”\nnmé pumped on the roof
The entire barn the bi
. , ig haystack, i
MMMH.M_M nwzm Moﬁnvnr_nwn:m were anmgwnan EMMM \\A\
ad to be blindfolded befo c
led out. Some calves a i oo bne et
: nd pigs were also burned i
Was quite a finandial blow to B e, and »
memorable lesson to wogmobwmwga Fouannie,and a
. In November 1913 wa.

N.Mwov of the Farnum Sunm. mmo%ew»mm nmw“nhu“mﬂ Wn

10p on February 1, 1914 by Apostle Hyrum Qm

=.
Pstairs oUm S.n Murdoch home the first winter,
uring 1914, Uncle Tom was called on a

short. issi

n wmw Mnmwgma_&_oa to Kansas City, Missour; the
oo M mzwnn.a. m.mn returned to the mz‘Bv and
tease b mﬂ%ﬁ §mr Brig and Louannie, She would
teply, 4] s ut .GnSN an old bachelor. He would
knee » yet live to hold my grandchildren on my

Un
Bachel, cle Tom was Farnum’s most cligible

L. i
While older than most unmarried girls in

;ﬂ area T

W&ﬁ:ﬂ vno nvnéw.w. %OHE_E. with them. He was always
Mple g with. He was humble and set a good
tcheq mn.s.wousm and old alike. He had a wel]

onc-scated buggy. His drivi
it the o BEY: oftadas .S:m outfit would comparc
OJ uE.% 15, 1915, Tom and Sarah Hansen

two years carlier when she had
; come to Farny
spent the summer with her Uncle Hans Zml“nmzm

>

close friend and neighbor to the Murdoch’s. She had

Ww: Mwoﬁ 4 quarter of a mile from the Farnum Schoo]
¢ main road. He added a two r
the 1 . -room lean-
mBru_Mm:m It an attractive, comfortable home. H.MMMMW
¢ .»ba corrals, dug a dstern, and had thin 1l
organized for operating his 160 acre farm e

The two families wer :

. . ¢ very cl
:mnBoEozm in all their activities. %:M%Oﬁwnwmm
%wn"n:na sodialized together, and worshiped together
o %w often ate together, had family cvenings nomngnn.

d were usually together at Thanksgiving, Christm v
Ma nm_msw wnrnn occasions. The nEEmnn pla an
nwwmgnn quite anE»n_%. Brig and Tom liked to Mnn

€r to make music just because th j
. . n
making music. The families all cnjoyed it.  emoyed

Bnn_nn:mmv and shows. A person had to wear a fac
mask to enter a store to buy supplics. Funerals co _M
:on.vn held indoors, and Brig conducted grave mMMn

over the hill. In the winter, the

. , there were spri
the wﬁdm the animals could drink from. mwmﬁmmwwn_oé
steep climb back up the hill. For house use gnnnomw

in the same water. Then it was used to mop the floor

i About 1914, Brig had a well drilled 120 mnn.ﬁ
P, mostly through solid lava rock. It was a

thrill to' have water in our own backyard. The Mﬂm

wore off for the children, as they had R.V pump hn
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August 2, 1992

O

Dan Zundell
Conant Creek Canal Co.
Ashton, Idaho 83420

Dear Mr. Zundell,

A few months ago it came to our attention that some of the
lTand which we intended to be placed into the Judification
process was overlooked.

How this occured we are not certain. However, at the present
time we wish to rectify this situation by requesting the
board approve these lands and file an amendment to have it
included.

The descriptions are as follows: 240.acres N2N2; SEANE4; NE4SE4; -
Sec 25 TWP 8 RGE 42 and 280 acres SW4; N2SE4; Se4dSE4 Sec 30

TWP 8 RGE 43. These lands are currently under the Soil
Conservation Program.

These lands were one of the first to be serviced by Conant

Creek Canal. It is our understanding that the point of , »c
deversion was at the Bratt location. Sometime in the early
ninteen forties access to the ditch water became obstructed
and it became impossible to irrigate the land.

We realize the implications our request must present to the
board and other stockholders. We are aware of the existing
water crisis in the area and agree that no new lands can be
put under water within the present system with water
resources as is:

Our desire to have these Tands included is for possible
future opportunities from new water sources such as dams and
néw reservoirs which may be built in the future. If sueh is
‘thg Case we would hope to use Fall River as a deversion
point.

As you can see, our intentions does not pose any threats to
any of the remaining stockholders. In addition consider
that if attempts were made to put these lands under Conants
water system only the stock and storage actualey owned could
be used. Therefore, again this would protect other
stockholders.

In 1ight of what has been stated we cannot see why our
request should be denied. If however, the Board feels that
our request represents too much Tand. We would be willing
to negotiate for adding only the 240 acres at N2N2; SE4NE4,
NE4SE4; Sec 25 TWP 8 RGE 42,

Thankyou for your consideration in this matter/



