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Edwin D. Ford, Pioneer
Resident, Dies at Age of 93

Edwin Douglas Ford, who came to Washington County

in 1898 and was one of its oldest residents, died early Thanks-
giving morning at Weiser Memorial Hospital. Had he lived
six weeks longer he would have been 84 years old.

Mr. Ford was born January 1, 1863, at Watertown, Wis-
consin, the son of Captain Edwin W. Ford and Sarah Wether-
bee Ford. Af the time of his birth, his father was being held
as prisoner of the Confederate Army in Libby Prison,
Charleston, South Carolina. Mr. Ford was two years old
before his father was released.

Mr. Ford's youth was spent in LaCrosse, Wisconsin,
where at the age of 15 he worked in a railroac office. At 21
he was postmaster of LaCrosse.

In 1890 he came West with a surveying crew of the
Great Northern Railway and settled in Wenatchee, Wash-
ington, where he operated a generzl store for a number of
years. From there he moved to Cripple Creek, Colorado,
at the time of the gold rush, where he also operated a gen-

eral store and became the first mayor of that community.

While living in Colorado he married Miss Hortense Alling
Wight of LaCrosse.

Mr. Ford and his brother, Simeon W, Ford, discovered
and operated a gold mine at Black Lake which they incor-
porated as the Idaho Gold Coin Mining and Miliing
Company.

The construction of the Crane Creek Reservoir was also
promoted by Mr. Ford. He first appreciated the value such
a reservoir would be to the community about 1909 and
devoted the next four or five vears to its financing and
construction,

In more recent vears he engaged in farming three miles
east of Weiser, on Route 4, and at one time he and Mrs.
Ford operated one of the leading poultry farms in this area.

Mrs. Ford preceded her husband in death in November,
1936. Up to recent months Mr. Ford had been in excellent
health and until his death he took a keen interest in his
farm and in current world and political events.

Funeral services were conducted Saturday afternoon at

Northam-Jones Chapel by the Rev. Rovert Guthberlet,

minister of the Methodist Church and interment was at
Hillcrest cemetery.

Survivir{g in addition o his brother, Simeon W. Ford
of Weiser, are his daughter, Mrs. Eugene Aldrich of Weiser;
a son, Edwin D. Ford, Jr., of Weiser and New York City;

seven grandchiidren and eight great-grandchildren.
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