e et S5

?77 Chrrcbe Sl s & /é/ — f” o / y,
' ' %//'L M 7 A |

oz

A N et e
%T%% ’(’G”M{ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ/ ol P
| , : A

bq%m o Geils, @7‘?"@’;:; W

W/ﬂw?/%\ﬂw* ~
Aivr Lo 477, @“"‘/}Z/ﬁ‘f‘”&f’;@g St Blecer




W Ll L ‘
. (}&Cgﬁ(/ﬁ() \.,QWJ&M . @Z&b( (codzsne @u/ﬂ}fg
N \%mt er corAere X %Vd o
| ,(fﬂz;/wz;é 22 ,r,a/ Srzat,
e %z, LT Z&M/ZV SCerev Aol Telied atoit

mm;?/jjm M ek To GAets
% eavieorbeer
el The osnct, | Lin
fij@é@ M% »pLgV—Z:&—vv/ e {awwatf

w S MWW{/ M&Q
' 0y 4@»1’5@1/%3 S f/aﬁ@

339797 /z/w g”ﬂ
el f%f’o bQ"*/éZ//w S FCGEZ

CGhone 1(F0p) S 7055327

WT.W

Stziz f j &-‘.k" e
Co r-fy 5 r&‘m -
____Lﬂﬁ-—- ay af JMA—‘_ !_é:?caima ma
LMLLH,[JLW e ca-‘fiz Lnown 1o

RIS 3

indiy Leal deson rbiaa
ﬂmdac.n owledged fhat fa & aracuie the saing,
.




{ . 7 - ;’-/ - o
J o bt PRSI e N L ekl i e

-

* ng ,,,f J"‘i.;v;f ot

H M&}j{uﬁé@af "};&_cuaf ;:?¢ ./(awuj 'MLL / Cu{/{
' /?/5 I R “,.s.‘E__. w@ i 1--'-7‘”“'( [ L.L.-\.wn. L r....-L.-Lﬁ"wn.J

e ot o M@&LQQJ&_,&&{. _
fm“,.,_,iwh- wsk‘w?.n-m s w.»&_, ‘:'R'i "w"& ﬂ?:»tatﬁmkq
W o Aot Craedi _ L
me.g, l()a,‘ff? o Y lovren G-Cvo-ui- ’
st ek el W lglega about 3
HWQQ—J 2. wMu’“fo‘

-'.N,,ffC«i«L., ‘{C\,J ))Cubuﬁ""}"/" Q/C/'L/e-/ﬁ 0]‘?

)’yLﬁﬁwﬁiM’“ .//Clr-w l.d} \.A.A-""'ffut. A %JLL‘;T,‘ .,A.'L Lt,g]c,fb {CC/!

) WM Srowe Sdneat Crgeqt
o L{)B..i?ﬁ »ﬁq.mn -HLL Bﬁ&ﬂﬁ,ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ’f {.;L..s.—;”i Ak
uﬂu{ )v( Ef.?/x} //Lc-m, Lwél,‘.a»«yu Craokr
cgﬁ,:, : ’L&EASP ~"m1.“ﬁx._a,,,mﬂé CJL&LQ
o - ;;i*;-{,w W{&,& ”’ﬁm A A iitm £ -«‘wifﬁ..&. . bmu?{
ma}ui “f“ Ll s_,hi.. A0 hﬁew”,
m-émuh et con it e

. > ,
- M %/r L uu., wC. fldea DR d‘.«-a‘i.,_,x,i_ v el o

| - Ji;ﬁé/nia{ e o
o )“ch,,rug wc‘,u“..a l a;_,LM,, IR Y
}ML &3, /5 ?3

I3
TR I
{

g_@&-%w@wkm«%mumimA,
; _iwvﬁ‘%.e O ¥ /5. ey j]f /?(’oﬁl M
tpd— \_A_A)‘ﬁ/a %J‘Lmﬁ (’{%{i‘. f.'fL{’.Lfff. M 60 da <
‘f @mﬁf Foad wé‘ﬁh )mwiow" _-.ﬁ_aua &zm..
Al e )ww? )?/{ 1 allecse




*S8I0% L1venm; pelapuny estyy FUTUTBIUCOD CUEP] ‘UBTPIAeN BSICy 843 JC 38Te £q1c]

SFUBI ZC UINCS Jncy ATUSTMCY Uy £3I1Y3 HCT1088 ¢ J83IBRU 13THUINCS 8UL JC ITIBY 2Sus &U3

FPU®T J83JaBMU 18%8UIICU 8Y] IC JIBY 18ve 8ULl TUB SUTU YJUS8MT UCTIJ088 JC JI83x®NU jsemyIncy
24} o) ‘mpy 03 ApuLiojuod uy ‘paypuunsuor np puv PAYSHQUIEF U3aG SDY

dutos g epuwly
Jo winpo 2y3 ‘ojadayy ojuswaiddng s10 oy pUD S WDWOG QNG YL UO $.373)8S 1OV 0] SPDIJSIWON 9.4NIBG
0%, ‘3981 ‘0% Aol jo ssaubuo) fo Y oy} 03 juvnsind ‘roy3 eapaddo 1 Aqausym 221 puvT 1iauat) ayy up papsodap usaq 8oy
CUBDT ._pon.w YOB1g W RYO puv] oYy Jo samboy oy Jo 3poyneed ¥V SYIHTHAM

*ONIIAAYO—owo) 1NoyS 8juasosd 852y ] woy sy 03 IV 0

VORIAWY 40 S3LVIS Q3LINM 3IHL

g¥9630 PUB TIPCEI0 300INOBIM *SLg of

.Li‘.wm‘..,. .‘ . R ’ o . SEEIY YTIEAIYD CEMILEINE NOLLYD

i
Y
o

B &M}Q%R T

Gy oN

v
]

it b 2 3 ¥R e



s

0Ly,

i

[

1§9eUIION Y3 JO JI®Y 1594 9U3 PuUv JejIenb 1sIxgIIOV 847 JO Jeqaenb 1s88eYlI0U

oY1 puv #AJJ-L3U9mM3 UOTA09S JO JerdEnb gsemyinos eyl Jo Js4J8nb 1889YIN0E

‘ Lo18TH O nUITH

10 wavp sy ‘ojasdny mawopddns §100 oY PUD | ‘WDWO( OGN Y} 1O SLI12G [PRIIY 0} SPORISIMOL] 241298

951 ‘0z KD fo ssaibuary jo 30y oy o) jupnsand ‘qoyp swoeddp 1 fiqaiayn anflo puvT (paauap) o) ur popsodop uaaq SUY

cuBpl * POINOBIL  gpanflo puv oyg fo sapsibay oy jo ogpoyne0 ¥ 'SYHHAHM
tONIIAFYD 260D VYT Sasasd oSy L woyM 03 1V oL

g1geTn100 %0RTE

VOIdaNWY 40 S3aLVLIS a3lINf FHL



1960

Wednesday, April 27,

Presto Man Looks

Back|

To Oxen, Wagon Days|

By Mrs, Eaphae Jemmett
Staft Correspandent

BLACKFOOT, April 27 — After
spending nearly threc quarters of
a century in the Gem State and
almost 60 years in the water-shed
arex of the Blacidoot River, 84‘
year old; Willis D. Higley of Lower
Presto can Jook back to change
on change.

He is ‘one of the few old timers,
who - can remember the oxen As
work animals, and the long muie|
trains that used to tromp their:
dusty way across the Snake River.
desert, | He has used wagons,
huekboards, buggies and cars as
means of uumpogi%n?.. ;
seen e ~Hottod  challenge the
bucking: bronco for thrills, He has
watched as the horse-drawn!
machinery was almosi entirely;
replaced by motor driven equip-,
‘ment on the farm and vehicles,
run the saddie pomy a close sec-
ond at pound-up {ime.

He has seen children irudge
their way through wind and
weather to the old school house,
weighed down with heavy clothing
against the cold, compared to to-
day's youngsters. picked up by
buge heated buses and iaken to
ultra-modern air conditioned build-
ings. : !
is itibeiter? Higiey thinks that:
is a hard question to answer, I
is ocerfainty esier. But the old
days had a Iot to offer. And ke
Jooks back witi move than a little
nostalgia. ;

First FPony .

Born in Erda, Tooele County,
Utah, ‘April 1880, ligley remein-!
hers that he was just six when he.
ot hig Lirst pair of boots. Some-!
one had given him a pony. It was,
a good pony, foo, but his mother
wouldn’t have it on the place after!
it had thrown a sister who tried
to ride il. le smiles now, wheni
he remembers how disappointed
he wak. and how much bhetter he
ielt when he "traded” it for some.
everalls and a real pair of boots. |

He ithinks he was about eight;
when ithe family moved to Idako!
and settled down in the Rafl River
countzy. It was there that Willis
and his brothers broke two oxen
io_work ="l

i
2

/ stock up on the Upper Biackfoot

gley thinks it must have been
about 60 years ago that he came
to Presto. His brothers, Charlie
and Elhu, were with him and
they stayed overnight at the stage
station 8¢ Kimball, run-by a man:
named Heaton. -
First Catlie

Charlie didn't stay Jong, but
Elihu aid Te and Willis, as Hig-
ley is affectionalcly called by
young and oid, worked together
as pariners for a good many years.
They worked and saved until they
could buy 14 head of cattle; built
up the herd until they had 50;
then they mortgaged them to biy
more. .

Those first caltle were good, big
stock, half Durham, half Hereford.
Even the bull was & half and half.
He remembers that it weighed out
8t 2,900 pounds when it was sold,

The Higley brothers ran their

River. They “squatted’” on a plece
of land just a few miles below,
where the government reservoir is
now, They buill a willow house te
live in until logs could be. got out
_ to build a beilter one, and they
dug three miles of ditch with only
; shovel, to get water onto the
ay.

Long Winler
It was a long way from. the
meuniain place to the valley, so
when they had the hay the caltle
would be wintered right there. One
winter, Higley remembers, Elihu
stayed at the ranch they had
vented in Presto, while he stayed
with the cattle, He saw only twoe
people during the winler, from
November til} the middle of April.
A man came over from Chester-
field on Chrisimas :dey and
b{*oumt the mail. He stayed all
night, then Elihu came up about
tie middle of March and stayed
all night. That was a long winter.
Willis used to cook for the!
round-up crew when they gathered
the cattle in the fall. One year he
fed 50 men and two women, That;
was ﬁaen Bob Eldridge brought:
his wile and baby with a girl lo!
1akc.care of the baby while Mrs.
Eldridge helped with the cattle.
-One morning affer the rest were

m Wy +

Willis B, Higley

gone and Willis was dlearing up
after breakfast, the baby woke up
orying, but the sitter didn't. He
couldn't wake her by calling, so
he shot a squirrel out by the tent,
That woke her up.

H is a long time ago, but Higley
remembers how hard the Presto
folks worked to buiid the old rock
school house, now torn down and
hauled away.

At that lime the social life of
the community centered around
tie school house.

Cne evening it was a basket |

social. He was there carrying
Carrie Hansen's basket proudly.

‘Everything went along fine, with

the men gayly “swinging their
partners” until it was time lo
auction off the baskets.

' Now, every one knew Carrie had
come with Willis, and that it was

more or less his privilege to by

her basket. However a hopeful
cowboy, almost as determined as
Willis himself, bid against him,
again and again. When it was
fimaHy settled with the stubborn
cowhboy definitely out-bid, ddig.ey
said, he had to'dig down in his
pockel for $20.
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married they rented the Dre
place, but when Ralph was just
few months ofd they bought &
farm at Lower Preslo where the
live now ™ ———

There was & two room log hou
on it. Eiihu and his wife lived
one room and Willis and Carrie
the other, with tents put up ouc
the yard 1o take care of the ove
flow, Later they built a fran
house close by and Elthu and I
family moved into that. lat
Willis and family moved into 8
frame house, It has been home
them ever since.

mpty

However, the little log house h
never been emply. It has been
continuous use since the Higle
bought it in 1916, They aren't su
just how old it is, but know it h
been built several years belc
that.

One of the younger boys, Da
hiz wife Marie and their four bec
live there now, while Dave rv
the farm, and the litlle house
the same hive of industry that
has always been.

It has acquired an additio
frame room and the usual mods
conveniences, pius a house.
house telephone so that the you
folks can keep easy track of !
older Higley's needs. But, to :
it is like going back into anoti
pra when life was not so comy

cated.
Yes! Willis Higley will agr
life has changed. But for

hetter or the worse . . . who
wise enouph to say?
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