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Teo Fies
From: Donaid 7. Brav

Subwect Flood warer nghts Lor the ranch

] have been asked 1o note anv MEmMONCS of nput that | can recall with repards 0
the flood water nghts granted w the ranch. My father (Solon A Bray) had seid the ranch
0 a Rudolf schannen-an mmmugrant Swiss farmmer-on a long term contract basis in 1920
Hence Solon was not mrvolved with the filine for of gramtmg of the flood water righis.
Mr Tschaspen could not meet lus note payments and 1 1933 Dad reclaimed hail the
ranch and we moved back to the ranch 1n April 1933 [ lived on the ranch until going to
college 1n 19440 and agan 1n 1947 and 1948 when | was discharged from the army. Thas
was mv first imroduction to use of water for Irmgaton, first bug job of the vear was
o clean owt the mam ditches and start the fJow of water We alwavs ook out as much
water as the main diiches would handic. We continued 10 take out as much as the dutches
coudd handle until the water flow dropped below this amount. Thercafter we coutinued w0
take out 2l the water n the creek wwl the Tow stopped or became 2 tnckle. | presume 1o
some vears we were i the flood water allocations range

| never did learn the detasds of this arrangement or how thev setded on dividing up the
im0 two equal parts Dad died w 1936 and [ do not remember tus discussing it or
of anv mennion of the flood water nghts. | acquired our *» side in the 1980 ume frame
and the Tschannen '~ side 1n the |990) tume lrame.

The application for flood nghts does make sensc though. Hisworically they commenced
the urigation af the earhest date possible which was normally around | April. The water
volume in Clover Creek as it enters our place is very hagh (several hundred cfs) early in
the spring due to ramn and spow melt runoff from Davis Mountamn. The flood water can
occur arrverme from mid February w mud April. Ome vear we had a bagh run oft later n
the vear due 10 2 heavy rain As soom as the snow 15 gone the flow falls rapidiy and 1s
down w0 a mickie by first to mud June

The soul o the imgabie part of the place 1s very deep-up to fifty fect in piaces. It is aiso
umerspersed with grave! Streaks. Therefore a pood once over heavy wmganon will put
enough moisture 1 the soil 10 iast quite some ome It will give a pood first crop cuttng
of hav and generally proguces a pood alfalfa seed crop There has alwavs been 1 need to
irrigate as heavy as possible as carly as possible. Hence the absity 10 use additonai
water in those vears (n which high runotf occurs 1s a very real help
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