File No MO40707A 9 April 2006
To Files

From Donald T. Bray f[%

Subject Flood water rights for the ranch

I have been asked to note any memories or nput that I can recall with regards to
the flood water rights granted to the ranch. My father (Solon A. Bray) had sold the ranch
to a Rudolf Tschannen-an immigrant Swiss farmer-on a long term contract basis in 1920.
Hence Solon was not involved with the filing for of granting of the flood water rights.
Mr. Tschannen could not meet his note payments and in 1933 Dad reclaimed half the
ranch. I never did learn the details of this arrangement or how they settled on dividing up
the ranch into two equal parts. Dad died in 1936 and I do not remember his discussing it
or of any mention of the flood water rights. | acquired our % side in the 1980 time frame
and the Tschannen Y side in the 1990 time frame.

The application for flood rights does make sense though. Historically they commenced
the irrigation at the earliest date possible which was normally around 1 Apnl. The water
volume in Clover Creek as it enters our place 1s very high (several hundred cfs) early in
the spring due to rain and snow melit runoff from Davis Mountain. The flood water can
occur anytime from mid February to mid April. One year we had a high run off later in
the year due to a heavy rain As soon as the snow is gone the flow falls rapidly and is
down to a trickle by first to mid June.

The soil on the irrigable part of the place is very deep-up to fifty feet in places. It is also
interspersed with gravel sireaks. Therefore a good once over heavy irrigation will put
enough moisture in the soil to last quite some time. It will give a good first crop cutting
of hay and generally produces a good alfaifa seed crop There has always been a need to
irrigate as heavy as possible as early as possibie. Hence the ability to use additional
water in those years in which high runoff occurs is a very real help.




