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Ernie Carlsen

Idaho Department of Water Resources
900 N. Skyline Dr., Ste. A

Idaho Falls, 1D 83402

Dear Ernie:

We are writing this letter in response to your letter of June 17, 2004, regarding evidence
of priority for SRBA water right claim 21-4126. 1 believe our firm has represented the last few
owners including I'. Mitchell Jacobs and Valynn Hill Jacobs, Triple Creek Ranches, Inc., Natural
Guardian Limited Partnership and now Eagle Ridge Ranch, LLC, the current owner. | believe
the land was purchased from William Gordan McCrea by the Jacobs in about December of 1989.
Since the time of that purchase, the property has continued to be operated the same as it always
was, including with respect to the use of this claimed water right.

The only documentation of which we are aware is a claim filed under Idaho Code § 42-
243 by Mr. William Gordon McCrea in June of 1983. The claim is of course on file with the
Department of Water Resources, but we are enclosing a photocopy we obtained with this letter
for your ready reference.

Our client acquired a book in Island Park entitled “History of Island Park™ by Dean H.
Green. The book 1s copyrighted in 1990 and the copyright indicates we cannot reproduce any of
the contents without written permission of the author. We have not been successful in making
contact with Mr. Green in order to obtain such permission, so we will not enclose copies of the
relevant pages. But, we have relied to some extent upon information contained in that book for
some of the history referenced in this letter.

Apparently Mr. Alfred S. Trude, a well known and politically well connected lawyer from
Chicago, Illinois, first came to Island Park in 1888. By 1891 he had purchased the “Arangee
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Ranch” and later acquired the “Rea Ranch” from the heirs of George Rea shortly after Rea’s
death in 1902. He re-named the second ranch after his wife, Algenia Trude, or the “Algenia
Ranch™. His brother, Charles J. Trude, came to Island Park in 1899 to manage these holdings of
Mr. A.S. Trude. Charles was married to Marjorie Long Trude and they brought with them their
children, Sam, Fred, Bill, Althea and Algenia. Bill, Sam and Algenia apparently lived much of
their lives and also had extensive holdings in the Shotgun Valley area. Bill, or William C. Trude,
married Ester K. Trude. Algenia S. Trude married William S. McCrea, and they were the parents
of William Gordon McCrea.

The land affected by this water right claim, 21-4126, was the subject of three (3) patents
from the United States government, two (2) to William C. Trude and one (1) to Ester K. Trude,
his wife. (Copies are enclosed) By Warranty Deed, dated October 18, 1946, William C. and
Ester K. Trude conveyed land, including that affected by 21-4126, to Algenia S. McCrea.,
William Trude’s younger sister. (A copy is enclosed). Algenia then conveyed the relevant land
with a good deal of additional land to her son, William Gordon McCrea, as Trustee of the
Algenia S. McCrea Revocable Trust on September 4, 1985. (Copy enclosed). In December of
1989, after the death of Algenia, the land went to William Gordon McCrea personally, who, the
same year, conveyed title to it to Mitch and Valynn Jacobs.

We do not know the date of the death of William Gordon McCrea, but there are
photographs of him in the book we mentioned, one taken of him in 1989 which shows him as an
elderly man at that time. The book also tells us that William Gordon McCrea’s grandparents
(Charles J. and Marjorie L. Trude) left Island Park in 1909 and that at that time, their children
were all grown, so, we assume William Gordon McCrea must have been born around 1910. He
is referenced in the book by Mr. Green as an “old timer” of “fourscore years™.

As indicated, we have enclosed a copy of the claim to a water right, number 21-4126,
prepared and filed by Mr. William Gordon McCrea on June 30, 1983. This is the best evidence
we have been able ot located in support of the claimed priority of June 1. 1916. Mr. McCrea’s
signature is notarized under his oath that the facts stated therein are true to the best of his
knowledge. He was certainly in a position to know, if anyone did in 1983, about the use of water
on property he and his family had owned and operated all of his life, and on or near which he
spent his entire life.

Yours very truly,
Kent W. I'oster

Enclosures
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