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1301 N. Otchard
Boise, Idaho 83706
Attn: Ms. Roxanne Brown

Re: Water Right Number 73-187B (Adjudication Claim Report 73-187B)
Dear Ms. Brown:

In line with our recent telephone conversation concetning the above, please consider the
following information and materials as they relate to the above.

First, please be advised that my wife, Linda M Thomas, and T own Triple T Summit Ranch
and all rights appurtenant thereto, including, among others, water right number 73-187B.

Second, in the late 1990s, we and out then partner, Robert Hadley, contacted Mr. Jack
Swauger who we understood to be the last surviving member of the family who owned the
Summit Ranch and maintained for many years the Big Gulch diversion ditch that is the
subject of water right number 73-187B. Among other things, we were trying to gain from
Mr. Swauger a better understanding of the substance of the agreement(s) referenced under
the “Remarks” section of Adjudication Claim Report 73-187B. In response to our inquity,
Mr. Swauger was kind enough to provide us with his affidavit dated May 25, 1999 and a
follow-up letter dated June 9, 1999 (copies enclosed). As you can see, the letter outlines his
understanding of the substance of a half-century old agreement concerning allocation of Big
Gulch Creek water flow. This document appears to shed some light on the language
contained in the “Remarks™ section of Water Right Number 73-187B. The affidavit
contributes additional background information. I commend them both to you for your
consideration.

Third, please also find copy of letter dated May 1, 1965 from one Louis L. Gassi (?),
apparently the then Water Master, to B.M. Hiller, the attorney for our predecessors in
interest, Lynn and Marcine Bingham, describing the substance of transfer of Water Right
No. 814.
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Fourth, also find letter dated March 31, 1965 from Ralph W. Thomas, State Reclamation
Engineer for the Idaho Department of Reclamation, describing the effect of, as he
undetstood it, the 1910 decree as modified by Transfer No. 814.

Some questions exist concerning the way the transfer works in certain water flow situations.
['look forward to working with your office in clatifying this less than clear situation.

Please let me know when you will be conducting on-site inspections relating to the claim at
issue. 1 would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you in that context.

Very truly yours,

S doin Codhe
Edwin C. Thomas
ECT:rr
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AFFIDAVIT
25 May 1999

To Whom it Maleoncem:

This effidavit hereby acknowisdges that |, Jack Swauger, have first hand knowledge of the
irrigation practices and sources of water used on the ranch (known as Summit Ranch) situatad at
ihe summit betwéen the Littie Lost River Valley and the Pahsimeroi River Valioy, In Custer County,

btgw it obtajusy o fome s tz Ed inThe J 9205 )
sbowned this ranch from A o 72 - During this period we used ail of

runoft for storage in the reservoir. The ressrvoir was used for supplemental irigation and stock
water on the lower portion of tha ranch later in the year. In addition, we had also developad and
malntained a diversion and diteh from Bi Guich Creek on the Pahsimervi side. Thig water was
also used for imigation, slorage, and stock water on boih parts of the ranch. Further, there are
Several large springs situated within &nd in close proximity to the west end of the lower portion of
the ranch. A of the watars of these $prings were used for irrigation and stock water within the
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1730 W. Jagged Rock Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85737

In the, year of 194 betore me

personally appeare 2L UL proven to me on the basis of salisfactory evidence
1o be the parson whose name is suieribed to the within Instrument, and acknowledged that ha
executed the same.
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STATE OF IDAHO

DEPARIMENT OF RECLAMATION
10 STAIE MOUsE
SOISE, DANO 8370

-Hareh 31, 1965

Ae: Summit Ranch

St. Clair, St. Clair & Hiller
ittorreys at law
?. 0. Bax 29, Idaho Falls, Ida.

attn: M, B, Hiller

Dear Mr. BEiller:
In answer to your letter of March 29th in regard to water rights
€n Surpit Hanch.

The Little Lost Decree avwarded Sweuger land & Livestoci Cozpany
50 inches from springs on property, miority May 1, 1914, for irrigation of
= TGS SELNTaMd, NESWE, SxiSW:, SEL, Sec. 9, T. 1L ., R. 25 E., Also aviardsd
Jotn i, Srauger and Pred Koblemzar 1208 acrs feat storage in Sumit or Pass
Creeli, priority Janvary 28, 1921, for irrdgaticn of same land.

-

- A decree on the Pahsimeroi Pivor awarded 225 inches frem Grave

Springs, Mill Creek and Timber Gulch or Big Guleh Creek to C, B. Graves,
Transfer of Uzter Right No. 814, 0. H. Swauger transferred. 100 inches op 10G/225

of amount aveilzhle to Lots 3, L and 5, & Fr. SERNWid, Seo. 6, .11 N, R, 25 E.
end Lot 1, S2e. 1, T. 11 N., R. 24} E.

The ebove described land inclules land not shown in the daserip.
tion you subzitted, except possibly th: Forest Homestszad Satriea 257, 261 ond
202 covers ths land, ¥e would have no vey to deternine the amount of water fer

szch of the sukdivisions shown.

(

I Zind no other recorded weter rignts,

Very truly wours,

Ve lobbatiH .

FALPH !, THCHAS, Deputy
Stete feclemation Inzinser



