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Ms. Candice McHugh
Deputy Attorney General
P.O. Box 83720

Boise, ID 83720-0098

RE:  Snake River Basin Adjudication
Case No. 39576
Subcase No. 29-04156/04215/13626/13627
Carma Smith

Dear Ms. McHugh:

You participated in our status conference on June 30 with the hearing officer on this
portion of the SRBA.

I am wondering if the Attorney General’s office has any briefing or position papers with
respect to the case decided by the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes regarding Colville Confederated
Tribes v. Walton, 647 F.2d 42 (9th Cir.) (1981). I would appreciate knowing if the Department
has any position on the Tribe’s claim that the purchaser of Indian lands is entitled only to the
water that was being used by the original Indian allotee at the time of purchase. In the
documentation I have reviewed from Carma Smith that she submitted to the Department, I don’t
see that we have much information, other than some of the ground does originate with a tribal
member.

Thank you in advance for any help or direction you can give us on this.

Sincerely,

Thoinas J. Holmes
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