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Director

The Honorable Lenore Barrett
143 W Pleasant

PO Box 347

Challis, ID 83226

RE: INQUIRY ON BEHALF OF L. K. SEYMOUR
Dear Representative Barrett:

This letter responds to your telephone inquiry on July 18, 2003 and to the two
letters you faxed to me in connection with use of water for mining purposes by L. K.
Seymour in the Salmon/Cobalt area. :

Mr. Seymour’s letter to Terry Hershey of the U.S. Forest Service refers several
times to a “water permit”. | was unable in my research of water rights to find a permit,
license or decree for the mining use of Mr. Seymour or his predecessors in interest.

Department records do show, however, that on January 18, 2000, Ken Seymour
and Dick Wright filed Snake River Basin Adjudication ("SRBA") claim no. 75-13946 with
the department based on "beneficial use” of water. On June 12, 2002, claim no 75-
13946 was divided into SRBA claim nos. 75-14072 and 75-14073. Claim 75-14072 is
in the name of Ken Seymour and Dick Wright and claims the diversion of 1.0 cubic feet
per second of water from Rabbit Creek tributary to Napias Creek for mining purposes.
The priority claimed is May 1, 1956 with a season of use from May 1 to November 1
each year. Enclosed for your reference is a copy of the claim.

The department does not have as much information on the water use as it
normally would have had if the claim had been based on a permit, license or decree.
The claim will be reviewed as a part of the SRBA and together with other SRBA claims
in basin 75 will be recommended to the SRBA court in January 2005. In addition, due
to the remoteness of the location, the department does not have records of water
diversion and use, since the use is not within a water district and has not been delivered
by a watermaster.

The department sometimes requires screening of diversions but has not in this
case, since the water use is represented by a claim and not by a permit or license
issued by the department. As with any water right, when water is not being beneficially
used for the authorized use, the right holder shouid not divert the water from the



source. Rights of way or easements for ditches and conveyance systems are privately
owned appurtenances and are not regulated or administered by the department, since
department authority is related to the use of the state’s public water.

| wish | could have found more information on this water use but hope this letter
provides sufficient information and addresses the concerns you expressed over the
phone.

If | can provide additional information, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

A/ Hor

L. GLEN SAXTON, P.E.
Administrator
Water Management Division

Encl: 1

C: IDWR - E. Region
Bob Foster
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IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
Adjudication Claim Report 75-14072
WATER RIGHT NUMBER: 75-14072

Owner Type Name and Address
Current Owner KEN SEYMOUR

2500 ROSS AVE
IDAHO FALLS, 1D 83404
(208)522-6282

Current Owner DICK WRIGHT
1335 AZALEA DR
IDAHO FALLS, ID 83404
(208)523-4172

Priority Date:  (5/01/1956

Basis: Beneficial Use

Status: Active

Source Tributary

RABBIT CREEK NAPIAS CREEK

Beneficial Use From Tc Diversion Rate Annual Volume
MINING 05/01 to 11/01 1.000 CFS

Total Diversion: 1.000 CFS

Location of Point(s) of Diversion
RABBIT CREEK SE1/48W1/4 Sec. 29, Twp 22N, Rge 20E, B.M.

LEMHI County

Place of Use
MINING
Twp Rge Sec | NE | NW | SW | SE |
| NE{NW|SW| SE | NE |NW ) SW| SE | NE | NW | SW ] SE | NE | NW ] $W | SE ]| Totals
22N 20E 32 | X X | X X X x| | i
| | |

Conditions of Approval:

Remarks:
1. Explanatory THIS RIGHT IS A SPLIT FROM FORMER RIGHT 75-13946

Comments:

Dates and Other Information:
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IDAHO DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

Adjudication Claim Report 75-14072

Dates and Other Information:

Claim Received Date: 6/12/2002 2:20:10 PM

Enlargement Use Priority Date:

Enlargement Statute Priority Date:

State or Federal: S

Owner Name Connector:

Water District Number:

Generic Max Rate Per Acre:

Generic Max Volume Per Acre:

Swan Falls Trust or Nontrust:

Swan Falls Dismissed:

DLE Act Number:

Carey Act Number:

Mitigation Plan: False
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LENORE &-lsATg'g;f BARREYT :
CUSTER, Lsm?gunx RECE!V ED COMMITTEES
& JEFFERBON COUNTIES P bty REVENUE & TAXATION
m%e :g:;?s e AL JUL 18 2003 RESOURCES & CONEERVATION
1 uiesér TpLEASANT LY LOCAL GOVERNMENT
GHALUS, #1226 et
LS. oo Department of Waler Resources
FAX (208) B70-4257
House of Representatives
State of Idaho
fax transmittal
to: (}len Haxton, Administrator
o: Hater-Henagemont-Diviaion, IDNR
fax: 208-327-7866
from: Representative Lenore Hardy Barrett
fax: 208-879-4257
phone: 208-879-2797
date: 07/18/03
re: Seymour, Ken
Pages: (10)
NOTES Pursuant to phone conversation, find attached material.
——RF¥. Seyuour's phond ¥ 15 208-522-6282. eemail address is
kenserf®ida.net
—-~PIeas¢ CC: your reéply Lo My request to Mr. Seymour.

Thanks?
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2500 Ross Avenne
Idaho Fall, Idalio 83406
June 30, 2003

Mra. Legore Barrett
Tdaho State Representarive
Chalfis. 1dabo

Re:Fax on water laws

The two leiters which we addressed n our teicphone conversulions are attached to this fax.
‘rhmkyou'&srwkinglhetimatolodkhmthisforus.

Essenﬁa.l].y.wenesdamdingomheldahownerlawsthmwvmthainueshﬂ)cmm

ially the enforcement of those iaws. We need clarifiction of the authority of the US Forest
Smtoﬁmﬁﬂum.demmmbnofbmﬁdnlmdmignmdphmofmgmﬂsh
gcreans , aand the Mke, Perbsps a lestes from the Tdsho Water Resources could addrees the issues
rolsed in the two letters. Wewishmchrﬁythmwecommiﬁedmﬂohﬁomofwmkorhwm
cause the added restrictions given to us.

Thank you agsin.
L. X. Soymour
Y
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United Ststss Yoremt Salmon-Challis Salmon/Cobsit HD

. Nationa! Forest 50 Hwy §3 Soulh
eyt o S S, o $3467

¥he Code:  2810-5088
Den:  Jume 11,2003

Ken Seymour
4500 Ross Aveaud
Idaho Palls, Idako 83406

Dear Ken:

W have received your leter anglunsignadFumt gervice Pvnluation for the Paradise Gold
‘Cleim on the Saimon/Cobalt Rangey District, Ealmon-Challis Naticnal Forest. By not sigaing
the evaluation form, which modifies your nhﬁngphnofupmﬁom,yoummtanhoriadm
continug sxploratory operations at fhis time.

explontionacﬂviﬁuonNuﬁona] Forest (NF) Lands are submi under the
authotity of the 1872 Maning Law. 'I‘hcdedsiontuupproveoneqnﬁrethomodiﬁcaﬁonofsunh
plens is goided byﬂ\nFu:estSavioe(PS)mninSR.eguhﬂom coptained in 36 CFR 228. Theao
:cg:laﬁomreqmmaind:planbe gvaluabed in ammm-sﬁnsthemﬂmnemsofthc
Natiopal Environmsntal Policy Act (NEPA). The environmental analysis establishes decisions,
miﬁyﬁonmusmnndmonhmingmﬁtmﬁs mm:canmmtopmw
yesources. ‘Ap operetor I8 requirsd to modify their plan to include the itigation mEasures cic.
pliurmtthmSnviceappmvinsﬂ\eplm ,
Your letter idmﬁﬁsamnmﬁnuma:merm §ervice wishes to conirol the water on your
cipim This is not tree. mqutSuﬁcemm&eridimuwymmﬂowmn
‘ is not being pencficially used for mining. The Idaho State Depumnmtof Water Resources
.,mquhuthatwatu'bepmwbmeﬁdﬂm 1o your case thei ia mining. When the claim me2 is
unpccapied and wator com“ﬁtoﬂownnwahnﬂnhseqﬁpmuﬂmgﬂmdthisismta
bcneﬁdnlmeandineomeinmnoeswyludw sigﬁﬁmsmﬁncdismbmoe. Itis owr
responsibility to ensure that your operativn i8 designed to minimize o prevent significant
adverse anvironmonts} impacts op.surfece respureas.. .

Thesmooﬂdaholnwlﬁnﬁuquﬁm&:tanmdivuﬁmhaw a headgate that is

- contvmhle,lochblu,mmublaMhH|m. Omlatmtplmmodiﬁuﬁmaskodyoum

instail a headgnte, with 2 3/32 ind\mmsimmu‘mbhit(:mk. The smaller seroen sizo is a
requireinent bytthaﬁonalOemicmiAunosphuﬁcmiﬁsmﬁm-W(mlyﬁe
National Marine Fisheries Service) to prevent small ﬂshfmmmdingdownﬁ:editchdming
opayutions. Neither requirement is ap stiempt 10 ocontrol the water flow to your operation.



FROM .. Rep Lerore.Ba tt .
Uﬁs/w:ug Tarda Ryzusseabiuy PHONE NO. : 288 879 4257 Jul. 18 2883 83:48PM P4

Vour lettor identified a nutnber of wther 195ues that would best be resolved through fase to face
commumications. Rey Hendarson, Dave Sabo and myself are available to meet with you at your

copvenicoos o vesolve thess isaues. In order for you 1o operale this field geason, the cvalustion
ﬁummustbesignedandmmadtothimfﬁoo. If you have any queetions or wish 10 meet 1o

further discuss your concerns, plcase caoll Dave Sabo or Ray Hendesson at 208-756-5100.
Sincerely,

gty

Enclosure
Cz: Donnis Hudson



FROM .. Rep
Ve

lLerore, Barrett PHONE NO. @ 288 B79 4257 Jul

L 1VERTE) Aw . WY M EVVRLEYISUY

1500 Ross Avenie
Idaho Falis, liabo 83406
May 12, 2003

Yerry Hexshey, District Ranger
US Forest Sesvice .
Salmon-Challis Nutsonal Forest
RR 2, Box 600 Hwy 338
Submon, 1daho 83467

Wehmrmiwdyoursppmvalofane:ctcnsiontoom4—1-990pmingPhnforﬂ:ePamdise
Gold Clamn w:mthllynqueﬂedthismmion.buuh:l’Smmoditdown.tethusthmtbe

. impactamosmmsmustbewdmed. Asnmn:l.wewmwmbswmmemmwdcﬂvcamws-
year plan. Th:ntheFSrevuseditselfagain.andisnowappmvingthammsion However, the
'Fsmadadditiomlmnditmmthcplnnﬂmimmtmupﬂbhtou.meondiﬁcnsappeuto
badifoctedmainhlmsti]lnmthnattwmttooomhhemethe olais,. We will coptame 10
operate the claim unter the old Plan. We seriously queuti)nﬂmtbnuquimncrttsfm“sigﬁﬁcam
surface alterations” under 16CFR223 4(a) ave et thes would even m.]ui:ean()petaﬁngl’]m.A
comprchensivcliatofFSrupom'bi]iﬁcsinCFRZ?Smakesmm:nﬁonofwatEoomlbeyom
that of water guality We foresee only that postponcment 6f tha 5-year submnimal will oply resolt
Msﬂﬂm:evacﬂhﬁnnmdmmnwrkformwhm&ismumionupm

The entire history of our relmionship has been one of vacillation, conflicting directions,
introduction of inconsaquential requirsments, and delsy. The FS b imoposed unwarranted
changes 10 8 claim that Easbecnopemediotdmdeswhhmluwwnuuium npacts.

Wewiﬂbﬁeﬂymizwmﬁtim situﬂionloshowommﬁurth&spom

Inmnbegbning,wewmdchyednwhobyemwhehﬂm!?sdemmdadt.hm\weobmina
mmmmhmnmmmpsmwnmmammmsmm
permhs,ﬂmy‘womdhzvehmwnatthatthmamommﬁumhndbaenphccdmmrnypumhs
Mymwﬁﬁwwﬂhuemmﬁwanwcumw“m
(pcnnmuﬁ)pmuhapﬁicaﬁonhadbommaiebyapxeﬁomowm,M1midnm.Yourfuu-
£me ‘Hydrologist' spbmirred B formal objection to that applicstion, end the application was left
hangingvdthomﬁanow@aﬂertheminmwd-hsphoﬁhk,ﬂ:m approved the mining

i wilhnowaterpwmitforsewnlyempbnowymchamofthecm.Wmhas
boenusedfmaslonsasthechlm.hadbemheﬁstw,iordwwmmFSalaoshould
hawkmwnthatmchconﬁnuedusemanmmﬁghtsmwhmemwsterpemﬁslnd
mromaﬁmd,mmdmwsuwmhws.mmmyfm administration of all water used
in the State Hes with the State Watar Resources Department. This euthority has repeatedly been

. 18 28083 B3:48PM PS5
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overlooked by 7S, and this praciice seens to be stil with us. Efforts to change the water use, low
rates and other water issues are includsd in every facet of our operation, and cvery review
document which we submit, even after wo obtained the pegrnir.

Becmwaofﬂntemporarypermitmutuﬁum,mnon!yancmaﬁveanhmﬂmmw Formally
seekspemmntsmwaterpermil 10 comply with the FS dircction.. After 2 laborious and costly
lcgalmceas,weobmhedthepemdtbasedomhemnsivap:evk:ususe. 1 spite of this, the F§
has repeatexly mtenmtedmcomlﬂnwnwr,mdfhdmnployeumem unwarruted
adjustments to the flow. Wehﬁmemmmedmmwmwmmwspmmmm
wedidmwxceedomformalannnMnmdeeramC:wk(conﬁmwdwmml
measurements) without conlinual adjustments.

During the process of completinz the State pcmit.wocommmﬁncﬁoﬂstoouain approval of
om(}pcrmhsPhnbythpFS,mdtheFSmiﬂstiDmbegm Exmumples: the ditch was “sn
axcheologysite“andcouldnotbeupaired,cht,thcditchcoﬂdhempakedotﬂyifwmdpipe
10 breach the washouts/leak aress, et the large leakage overflow siles pear the old cabin (butcher
shop) site were pot 1o be touched. Wecouldmlyeprreﬂsrnﬁmalsinthnuwbcbwthe
ditch, reduciag the effective size of our claim to less than 1/4 the total claim ares. (This violates
Titte 30, Chapter 2, Sec 26 of the 118 Code). We ware denied the use of ap existing scitling pond
tomﬂtbewuhphm:mumi,amndiﬁnntmmﬂmmrm.

Wewerewpeatedlyadmonishedmavuidawchmg:smﬂteﬂowsplit.mxalwnptwchangethe
ﬂowﬁumllucurmntsplit.Whmwemchruminenmshphm,wewcremldtobymssﬂUw
ahowve the Blue Moonchimu.mypipcirﬂomcoﬁwouiﬁmpaﬂsﬂom&w!ym
previouslv mincd rock piles 1o comtinuc cxisting conditions unchanged. Water flowing through the
BmMoonclahnendsuputhcmphuasthcbwmﬁowa.hnmmdtheBheMoon
owners copoeded to divert the fiow as reguested. The effluent paths are well-developed washes,
clear evidence thet they had been used for 8 very long time. Water flowing through the Blue
Moonclaimmmesbacktoﬂnmwhwwanﬁwadim The current FS plan
10 shist down the entire ditch wheo washphntammthmwoukldryothrgewash
arens (menticnad above) which we bave not been permitted herctofore to aller of repalr in any
way. Some &re sufficiently large to repressul 4 substaraial effort and expense, and would dry out
extensive forest arops now continually wetted from the ditoh leaks.

Use of temporary plastic dams was initially forbidden, hut FS eventuslly relented on this
restriction. After only operatiog for a small part of a single scason, we were banned from the area
bytheFSbacauseoffomﬁm,mmm&Mimopmbnwthum This was
mmuaimhnmt.sinccam'irmnimmtdnngawmﬁngscouldnsﬂyhawbmpauedontous(we
monlyahomzmﬂesﬁon\mmmbmmthemmad). The area adjacent to
Beamackwasuwdwb-dthehel’mpm&edmpunks.sursandﬁreﬁghﬂngparsnneuwm
ptemmnethruughuntthpﬁredwaﬁm_Mmuldalmhmmﬁﬁednuhuuldﬁmspteading
threaten the area. Wnalostmostorlhmmmmzr’sopa-aﬁunasamm

Lastmsonwasstinanmhach@tainwmerwntrdThewmrpcmﬁtmlsmedwthe entire
clsimblockﬂandwaslistodinthcmesuﬁhe?uadiaeom&&inceowmdmmhm
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operating claim (Blue Moon) wers shut down by the FS pending issuance of the pormit i 2000
Their individual namcs were not phmonwmmmwmmmmmmz.mn
FSmrcedustoﬁmmltysplilthcwuawmﬂhnoﬁwﬁonﬂahmutomhofﬁwhdi&wl
owners, with still more legal work and delays.

Late in 2002, the Bluc Moon claimomtamrmmusedofhydr ic mining for using & small
(3/4- inch diameter) garden hose to wash off the gold bearing clay adhering 10 large rocks, since
mmmmmwwpusmughﬂxpwmwmm The FB reacted to this smail
bose, called it a violarion, and ES mnp]nyeesdesuoyedxheareﬁmymwuuw split by
placim;hxgestmminthccmakinmutcmptwshmdowuﬂwdkd:enﬁely. Water to the clain
Mdmdhmnmwwdmmmmmmmmhmdbymm.m
manwashhoxshadbwninwhrhisfad:hnﬁumerﬂpumdinsm.NmﬂmFs

n&mmimmdimlyﬁamdﬁm,hrgchymﬂcopuaﬁomhadhmapprmwﬂmﬁ
along with uae of heavy excuvation equipment). The operalors of the Paradise Claim had nothing
to doﬁﬁﬁhﬁdﬂmhﬁmpmww,mdmwmmdwhhwbmdwof
restoring the fow-halance, new resirictions, and more pew constmction.

mﬁsmmkmmmﬂhnwmmammmpaﬂﬂwmmm
Atomti!m,thel-‘s'mﬁ;mmnyashdunopipethemfreditdl,ﬁnrmomwehawyctmhamA
ﬂshsnennwhthinchopenhgswupmiomlyuqﬁred.mdmmmwneuﬂxenwmﬂe
dirch (all water is scr .Thccmmmmnupondmmnﬂuaﬂlmthcrscmmwverﬂw
mtheditchemme,amred\xamamopmsw3!32ofanhch.h|nunlyforthecnuem
yeur, ﬂﬁssmnﬂmopgnhgwmphgwhhdehﬁsinmamﬁm:,mdkmﬁduﬂmt
acceptahler.om.cmxmenmbcmndmaﬂy‘finﬂc&omourmrkmuﬂwoulquuirc
wn!kingbuckanﬂtbﬂﬁommywughwnainanﬂ fallen trees. I FS wants 4 3/32 screen, then
'ﬂuyshouldkmﬂmdmwhthewmmdmilcwofm An entrance hesdgste
would require a wip chkformrysdju:tmuﬁufmw,mwealmmjmﬂﬁsmndiﬁmﬁou

Furthermore, the new eaa.ensmn 'mmof:mkwashsymaaﬁm,mthoughm
watcrpmnilwuhact?omodm geverel. The rmsonsfortl\isﬂqm‘mmnwetenotrevahdm s
but appears to be still wore watcr control

: |

Finelly, the FS will reqlire thekrepmcﬁﬂﬁmwmkemreﬁoqumﬁkimpoctbmhthem
boxemueutmeamevﬁmthnughﬂmeisabeoluwlymwayﬂ:iswnercanmchNapiaska
“without m:hipkﬁhuﬁ:gmdutﬂhgmgeahmﬂmmysmmmuemvalﬂﬂsmimim
~ ﬂmtthcnpumionwa.ﬁmtbeingdomeSuﬁs&ctivn. Shonld all cloan up steps fuil, the effluent
krehmdeMgem.ofWWWmcEw&hpMﬁmmanEM
mFSacnsgrnﬁmPuuitsanowhgdomofcaﬂem&wlywadethemmdﬂmk
stream banks withio the claum area. Moresﬂththestrwnmdmorehmmtotbemvironmanis

&nusﬂdhﬂﬁsﬁahbﬂ}hanmuﬁmamunﬁommm&ommeﬂmdwaﬂhmwbkhis
mmmhmddnccllyl

Wewaremldthntha!;FS is Hsting the dhchtohemxdiedforpomtia!thrwstoﬁshwhichhhahit
!

i
i
|
|
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or“puumtiallynﬁgtninhabit"llabbit&eek Bow can fish be threatened 0 A dgiteh thae s
completcly screened from fish entry? The words” ;menﬁa}!ynﬁghtinhnbi"imhnbat pon-native
spacinsmaybc:p)antedﬂnn&tsomcﬁmtinn,andthmcecouldhﬁmndtobthrwemd.lf
miring operations preset suchscrimmt!unds.theﬁd\muldmtcurrﬂnlye}dﬂ. Al the streams
h:thzwntemmpmaymmoundadbynﬁhsofshshmdmkpimﬁ'ompmvinusnﬁnmg(m
more than 100 years). lfﬁguiﬁcamthreﬂswemmwmemwymmofmm
drodging these areas, t seems apparent thai we fish could have survived.
Swhgoumswmﬁnnzequimcmandacmmuﬂniuusmhnpomdhsphcoﬁheﬁmﬁhtm‘las
of the streambarks in both direutions have been previously dredged, with mige piles uf bure rocks
pibdoneitlmsldesofmeutreamfo:nnuymiles.AbomrwonibdimunahrgemMms
pumittcdtommveanwthtmmin. lmvingbmshwcﬁﬁimdmmofbomsoﬂ,bmmcl’s
appmstuhav:éeopcmnmmtm umnlhmdeawawﬁonswillcmsesigniﬁcamdmmge_
Degdﬂ.\nooversthcemimnhimhnFSallowsnpcutthgofﬂnﬁMmtoimpmvenncessto
work areas. (Mshahoaguinstfcdmalehi:hpmmm 10 be 124 in 2 mining
perntion, of 10 clear the path of putcutial mining sites). We were toM in one FS cooespondence
thntwamustmmludeenwork,backﬁnmnstmﬂlmusdisturbedpriocth:th:mq:imﬁmof
each Operaling Plan. We question the nced for periodic renewals of operating plans at all

VohidomwisprohiﬁwdexceptthnmuA'ercmqwuomtriplnma apring and anuiher i
the fll only by apecial permil. MVehiolemudtothcscdaimastwnsinegﬂbfmmved(m
pc;mitmdtobemoved) by the FS. A public road hdhgtoLeesbugmmbsmially altered
and:l:vatedm-BOfeet.tmovingmpohﬁbaMmmadsusod for clmm access. The mads
were thet clased and placed behind locked gates, This occurred while the affected claims were
upder Jegal opcrating approvals by the S, and were in actual operation. Fording Napias Creek by
vehicles wes subsequemtly forbidden, skbough a mibutary mream passes through 200-300) fieet of
¥S road bed less than three mifles WpSTeam. ‘We believe this violates RS 2477. 'We are preparing &
rcqmlforﬂ:cFStommet}mvchhkrondthnw removed, or provide wmresiricted aliernate
routes. We beikeve thn federe) law requires the FS to pmnﬂvehickmes!tominingchilm.

Anmamimsmmmatewthe.eppearmebfddibcrnchmmanddenialofom:igmw
ﬂwfoderalminingmdeqw]romcﬁonhws,mhslyheﬁomloiﬂwcmmﬁwupmd
abuodon the claim Forthisreason,weﬁndyounwmionstoomOpeﬂﬁngPhumbe
vnacceptable.

We suggest the following posaible resohutions:

1. Wcmnm“sing&wsluiccmumasweoominueacpbtaﬁonforthcbﬁsﬁcﬁw
mmmmm:mmmmmmmu“swm" {eve) which
would requinlnopmaﬁngl’hn‘rhc OpﬁaﬁnsPhnmqukememsmndbewwmud
indefinitely unptil such thoe that significant” lovel i attained.

3 Sioce FS cmployees deswroyed the flow bajance, FS thould re-cstablish and re-meastre the

Sow sphit Megally removed without even potifyiog us. The Paradise Claim owners
commtted no violations, and refuse to be subjected (o any increased restriciions or
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edditional work because of the quicstionable judgement regerding hydraulic mining.

3. A permanent heldgawinstallmiomﬁaﬂbebytheFS,withallmbnmbyum We will
continue to db&tﬂwﬁlchbymﬂwtohoﬁhﬂmekphndjmtoth:cmu
agroed, sinee othar headgates have aiready boen installed to accomplisk this, Release of the
wammthemcklsmhpﬂeswﬂlbcconﬁm:dumnmﬂy,ﬁnceﬂmmﬁwmmm
use for many years, and there is no cowincingnasontochangeit.

4, FSwﬂlmm,;nha:t\ﬂttheSweoﬂdnholnslegalan&boritynndanﬁnmthm;mmﬁﬂ.
andwﬂ!nbstahﬁnmanmﬁngmmﬂmmw:heﬂowmranymnnha
requiring use of only one shuice, or prohibiting ditch loaks and overfiow repalr.

“The ditch is 8 necessary pari of the SmWatﬂRiaht,andshou}dhgaﬂymmnnythat
cntity. mahch‘mbuﬂtmmmmmymago,uﬂmﬁmmmwm
the claim block. Smhmuﬂmmmgenﬂnymadwhhdzchimsmdmu
punitsnsmallnopmybycummhws. We halieve this also applics o continously
nsad access Toads.

.Msumm,mmmwmmmwmwmmmﬂomndvmdw
the FS at every furh. Wewﬂ]r:ﬁrowmuestsatﬂcomphhﬁwhigherFSmﬂnﬁmma
thcSakmnlieadqw'tem,omaoﬁciﬂsomﬁdethefs,ammtnpubﬁsandpoﬁﬁnﬂposiﬁom
for assieiance, W¢ e also exploriog legal assistance from mining organizations so thi some
issuos may be legally pursued.

As it Dow Sppears to us, shouldlthSded:eomvamﬁnglhcch'manﬂthcopmatim.mwould
be amenable to any process which necavers our substantial expenditures. Altematively, we will

purmitthcuseofthcwuhbosﬂ,ﬁmhodtolinnhdianwwrwilhmaugm:nmﬁmofwmer
pressure. Amsoilmwdbythisprmbewiﬂhhddwhhhthcmminndm.

Weﬁ:mlybeﬁevethnnhafsrcspommioliﬁgMionbyoﬂnﬁshouldhwenoaﬁRw our
operations. memwmmmmmwmwmwa,hnweshmuu
mtiﬁadhmymvﬁomﬂd'ﬁsuesdmdoaﬂctm. We recall ik continning hassles on (hese
m‘qjeasbymkmneownR&MhdmmiuedmmmSonth:mmmmm
past. \Vetemhthc:igInofhtermion.mdMllbmhnﬂtﬁngwqueslsforhistoﬁndinﬁrmaﬁon
moughﬂsFmdomofmﬁmﬂ:nmmhawFSmmwmmmm
jogging contracts, wood-cm\‘mgmﬂhhmicdduamhumadmandmanMmy
wﬁomﬂntdenyomequnlﬁghtsmdumtwﬂmhm The only endangered species in
wmmassmﬂmfonﬁnmapwhlbmﬂmopmsmmm,

Inyowletmyousmthatmothnfedﬂalumiaswﬂlblmughtmwnswssowdhchﬁ:r
threats to endangered Ssh. Wearemmdthatittakaﬁuwﬁdemugcmmtomaﬁny
dibchthnthnsallthcﬁshsmwnedoutmrisenmm.mrelhanlnlfofttudhchm flow only &
fraction of the thue.
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‘We are performing no actions on {bis claim that would clerly affect endangered species. We have
violated no provisions of our Operzting Plas, and have even complied with the verbal requesis
wade by FS re 'vas.Wcmjecttotnﬂyth:mliunﬂmthedixﬂwndevmrod:pilefbrlﬁ
wmiles are archeological entitivs. If so. why is the F'S working to obtain fitle to the private land
along this road via a land cxthange”

We rogret that conditions exdiot that cause us 1o forccfully statc our postions in this matter. Unless

mmw,mmﬁwmomommmmmm»mmmbnofm
i » surface alteration presented. We are returning your orm unsigned. Copies of this

not resolved.

Yours vexy truly.

L. K Seymour

R.R Wright



