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STATE OF IDABO, IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF TWIN FALLS

In Re SRBA ) Subcase Numbers: 67-12815, 67-12872,

)y 67-12917, 67-13072, 67-13261, 67-13281,
Case No. 39576 ) 67-13281, and 69-10743

)

) AFFIDAVIT OF FREDRIC W, MRICE

)

)
State of Idaho )

County of Ada )

1 _Fredgc W Price , beng of lawful ap,andhavingﬁ:nbemmﬂyswom,mﬂw

following:
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1
1. My present position is that of Water Rights Specialist for the Umted States, Department of
Intcrior, Bureau of Land Management (hereinafter “BLM™), Lisho State office. My current
mmﬁhhﬁamwcmmngﬁwBLM’sdfmfmﬁwsmmmMAdem
(hereinafter “SRBA”) in Idaho. In that capacity, I provide guidance and technical support 1o the
State Dircctor, Field Office Managers, and technical specialists m BLM field offices, paicularly
those specialists working in water nghis and related 15sues. I develop agency policy on waier
issucs and in other programs affected by waser nghts, such as the range management and realty
Programs. I also review. interpret and analyze water rights claims for preparng opmions,
raconmdlﬁom,obpcﬁomandomchRBAdwmentswtthepummtofInsuce‘
2. Ihave been cmployed by the BLM since 1982 i the following positions:
a Fleven and a half years m vanous positions within the Rangeland Firefighting
Program at the BLM. Shoshonc Field Office. 1 spent 12 months working on that office’s
water rights team to develop and create 5,500 BLM claims;
b. SimeAugxutofl%aaWuammspeciahnmﬁnMSmOtﬁm;
3. My experience with water rights 1s as follows:
a MyelevenmdahalfyearsmBLM'sﬁmpmgrmmqmzedththavctheﬁihtyw
Files. ] was routinely required to:
- travel to remoice fire locations with just 2 map;
- mapthcposiﬁmmd:xtcmuffimfm'whjchl\vlsrcspmﬁbk;
- locase, construct and maintain range improvements (including but not
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limited to: speing developments, pipelines and fences), and to supplement
the range improvement project files.

] tanght several courses 10 new employees in interpreting maps and BLM
Master Title Plats (hercinafier “MTP”), as well as, in the use of a compass.
InmyworkwimﬁcBIMIhavebammsponﬁhlcfmmksmqmﬂn;m
ability to micrpret: maps, legal land descripuons, and water claims,
including the preparstion, mapping and review of 5,500 SRBA water right
claims for BLM.
hmywmkwiﬁlthcmltlhavcreviewedhnndreﬂsefw
hq:ovmmthajectﬁbsfor&nwoﬂocaﬁngmemm
determine when it was constructed, whether it was completed, whether st 15
atil] functional, to identify candidates for filing SRBA water claums, and 10
capnncce:taintypcsofpo)ectsimotheGeogrqﬂﬁclnfmmﬁonSyuuns

(i.e. compuler mapping Sysicm).

b. AsaWﬂarRightschilhstindchI.MStmOfﬁcc.itismyruponsibilityto

providcg;ddncemddirecﬁmmMahoBLMoﬁicesmaHmmmwwnﬁu,

and make recommendations 1o the Department of Justice, My cxpenience with waler rights

in my prescnt position 15 as follows:

I develop poticy for BLM across several programs 10 deal with water issues.
such as the range management and realty programs.

I have reviewed tens of thonsands of legal land descripaons represented in
Points of Diversion (hereinafter “POD™) and Places of Use (hereanafter
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“POU™) that were published in SRBA Director’s Reports to determine land
owmuhipbycmpuingthuelmdchscxipumstoBLM’stTiﬂc
Plats and Historical Indexes. 1 have reviewed hundreds of deeds 10

I've prepared over a thousand revised water night descriptions for use with
the SRBA Standard Form 5 (heremafter “SF-5") to resoive objections
mvolving the BLM.
Immm,mﬂmwmwdofﬁmmmlym
investigating and preparmg claums, how to mterpret walcy nghts and how
they relate to other waler rights.

For humdreds of subcases, I have made determinations whether multiple
claims exist for the same source and what the natuze of their relabonslup 1s
to each other.

1 have reviewed hundreds of Range Improvement Project Files for the
pmponeoflocm’ngthepmjem,wdetmcwhemtwascmucmd.
whether it was completed, if it is still functional, who contributed to the
construction and in what amounts, and to desermine whether waier 1s
present and in what amounts.
chvdupedthemvaﬁpﬁvecnmtobeuscdfaBLMﬁchoﬂimm
investigate water sources for claims preparation and for abjection purpoecs.
I have reviewed thousands of BLM claim files and field mvestigations

conducted by BLM. Ihavcalsopafmnndmvmgmomofwamngmsin
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the ficld.
- Imuﬁmlyptnﬁdcmdnﬁcﬂnsim,mpats,mcm«umd
opinions to the Department of Justice concerning all the above maters.
4. Ihavceansivchmwledgcof.andcxpuimwith.thcaﬁﬁculbwmofBLM
aslocimdwithitswnextightclamﬁlingsmmeSRBA.iucludingbmmtlimitadto:Blem
nmcmm,nmwmmmmmm.Mﬁmm.wm,and
Control Document Indexes (bereimafter “CDI).
5. Th:MsterTiﬂePll(hndnlfM‘W')ismofﬁciﬂbudnmmaﬂofBI.M. The
MTP is the United States' official Record of Title. It is a graphic display of township survey data,
mmwmmmmmmmwmmmwus.
Gommcntvacmes,mvcyﬁeldnm,mdprmﬁondim. Tt describes the locanons
of United States proputyahqnolpmlsmdgwmtmewdlots
TheHistaicalIndexGnunﬁta“fﬂ”)umofﬁciﬂbuﬂnﬁsrwudoftheUmmdSm
that maintains a tirae line of cvents occurrmg on United States’ property.
6 Based upon 2 review ofBLM’sSRBAwmﬁghtclmnfilesdeDWR’sDirwm"s
Reponmammﬁaﬁms,dncapﬁmndsubcmnBIM“M"dmnSbmdupmmmd
fedezal law. Thefedaﬂclﬁmhdsbclﬁmdmtmnﬁucuﬁn&du.dﬂadmﬂll
1926, and known as Public Waicr Reserve 107 (hesemafter “PWR 107”). The state basis is 8
beneficial usc begis with a priocity datc of Junc 28, 1934. The 1934 daic was reached through
settlement with the State of Idaho.
7. AtthereqmstofcomsclformeUniwdSums,Ihavcrevicwedﬂwofﬁcmbusmess

rwmdaofmeBLMdediwDepumnmomeRmmes(hu&naﬁcr“DWR“) for the
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captioned subcases. and verified that:
(8 UpmreviewofBLM’sMTPsmdms,IwuabkmdeunnMﬁmﬂwcqnoned
subcases were located on unrcserved federal public domain lands as of Apnil 17, 1926, and
Mlm&m&ﬂymﬁnm&thhﬁuM“@u@twﬁc
noted below.
b. Fromn review of BLM's water right claim files, I was abie to detcrmine that: the
wﬂﬁmcmmdbydncqﬁmedwwmcmﬁrmdbyaphm&ld
investigation; the location (Point of Diversion and Piace of Use) of the sources 15 accuraie:
the source of waler is a spring or waterhole; and the prescace of water m quantities
sufficient for constumption by livestock.
8 AtthemqueﬂofcomsclfaﬂwUmwdSm.lwasskedmmmdwmm
mypﬁmwmﬁﬁumwdbymmmwdnmummmmw
subcascs. [ researched cach Point of Diversion described in each of the captioned sabcases using
information available on IDWR's mtemet web site. The web site allows searches of active waicr
nghtmmdsmhmﬁmdbymmmcludingbdhclmmﬁhdmmeSRBAandmmmﬁve
filings (i.c. applications, pexmits and licenses not filed i the SRBA). My research revealed that
mncmnomfemnlenﬁmswhohnwmﬂcdmmﬂwwmmdmdby!he
captioned subcases.
9. AtthcreqmofcomlfmdnummdSmcs.stukedwdemmwhcﬂmm
wmmywmwmowmmfwuﬂemﬂtmmwdbymhm
of Diversion identified in the captioned subcases. The official business records of BLM that 1
reviewed were the BLM SRBA claim files, MTPs and Hls. Based upon my review, I was abie to
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dnmﬁmﬂmmnommwmhomeﬁudorotherwiscacqumﬁtkwﬁnlmds
mmwmofmvmmmmuww,emmmmw.
mmmimummmmumdmm

homestead acts. Bach homestead entry failed and was subsequently canceled or relinqushed,

cxcept where nosed beiow.
DATE DATE
ENTRY TYPE SERIALNO. INITIATED EALLED
a 67-12872 HE B 017862 02-25-1916  (7-14-1916 relinquished
HE B 019480 08-23-1917 03-20-1923 canceled
HE B 026870 06-17-1923  08-15-1925 reimquished
SRHE BL 044336 11-14-1930  01-19-1937 canccled

There was no active homesiead entry on 04-17-1926.

b. ¢7-13072 State Grant Actof Cong  07-03-1890 still owned by Stme of ID
MyMMmHMﬂmeddWofﬂM’swof
wmmarmmhmBLMﬁMMmhgms:mlmdnos-Ml?M.

c 67-13261 HE Patent 478565 06-15-1915 n/a
PX WD o BLM IDI-27420 05-20-1993 n/a
This land was private fee owned Land on 04-17-1926. BILM reacquured this
Mpnnmtwapjvmcxchmgc(PX)demed(WD)mBLMﬂmwas
accepted on 10-01-1993.

d 67-13281 HE B 017232 03-09-1915  07-11-1916 reiinquishec
HE B 019465 07-11-1916  06-09-1917 relincanshed
HE patent 863756 01-24-1923 n/a
PX WD 10 BLM 1DI-23538 10-10-1990 n/a

This land was privaic fee owned land on 04-17-1926. BLM reacquired this
pmpertypmmttoamvueexchmm(PX)demyDeed(WD)toBle 10-10-

1990.
e 67-13282 HE B 017232 03-09-1915 07-11-1916 relinquished
HE B01946&5 07-11-1916 06-09-1917 relinguished
HE Patent 893756 01-24-1923 wn/a
PX WD 1o BLM IDI-23538 10-10-199%0 n/a

This land was privaic fee owned land on 04-17-1926. BLM reacquired thus
popuwpmmtwapnvadeMwademmﬂmwedon
10-12-1990. This waterhole has been developed and the earlicst record of the development
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that I can find is from 1981
"
1

1. 67-10743 State Grant Actof Cong  07-03-1880 n/a
SX WD to BLM IDI-27201 11-30-1992 w/a
This iand was owned by the State of kdsho on 04-17-1926. BLM reacquired this

mmwmwwﬁmmmamaomn-m-mz.

Fredric W. Price
Subscribed and sworn e this 113‘\_,%‘L day of o\, 2003.

Witnessed by my hand and official scal. § - \\DS s,

Notary Public for

Residing at:

My Commission Expircs: - ST
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I centify that on __ 1= | 2003, 1 served & troe and correct copy of foregaing
AFFIDAVIT OF FREDRIC W. PRICE; SUBCASK NO: 67-12815, 67-12872, 67-12917,
€7-13072, 67-13261, 67-13281, 67-13281, amd 69-10743 upon the following individuais by
mmmtmmummswmmm,m,mﬂmmm”
follows:

1. Onginal to:

Clerk of the District Court
Snake River Basm Adjudication
253 Third Avenue North

P. O. Box 2707

Twin Falls, Idaho 83303-2707

2. Copy to:

U.S. Department of Justice

General Litigation Section
Environment and Natural Resources Div
550 West Fort Steet, MSC 033

Botse, ID 83724

Chief, Natural Resources Division
Office of the Attomey General
State of Idaho

P.O. Box 44449

Boise, ID 83720-0098

IDWR Document Depository
P.O. Box 83720
Boise, ID 83720-0098
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FAX Aug. 31, 2003

TO: Clerk of the SRBA Court
Lee Leminger, DOJ — Denver (303) 312-7379
IDWR Document Depository
Office of the Attorney General

FROM: Fred Price, BLM--ISO

RE: Affidavit of Predric W. Price

SRBA Court,
Pleasc accept this faxed Affidavit for filimg purposcs. Hard copy to follow by FedEx.



